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ADE

PRESIDENTIAL

ADDRESS

Confessions of a Deceitful
Correspondent

I

Kline
n evaluating personal correspondence, most editors

must spend considerable time speculating on authorial intention and the responses of the women and men who
were the intended audiece for each letter. Tonight I shall discuss what may be learned from an archive of letters where little such informed guesswork is necessary. At least on my
part.
The reason for such unusual certainty? The letters in
question-nearly 400 ALS's and TLS's-are those that I wrote
from various dormitory rooms at Barnard College in
Manhattan to my parents in Elmira, New York, in the years
from 1957 to 1961. It was only after my mother's death that
I discovered that the letters survived. And it was only last
year, when I agreed to donate them to the Barnard College
Archives, that I reviewed the documents closely.
The prospect of future scholars relying on your adoles-

President-elect Beth Leuy and outgoing president MaryJo Kline

Photograph courtesy of Sharon Ritenour Stevens

cent and post-adolescent letters home as documentary evidence of anything is, literally, a sobering thought. It's all the
more chastening for someone who pretends to know some-

John Quincy Adams may have fibbed a bit in his letters.
(Not in his Diary, of course, but that's the topic of another
Presidential Address.)

thing about making such materials accessible as part of an
editorial process.
What is most chilling is the realization that Letter Writers

If this hypothesis is correct, what are its ramifications for
documentary editors? Concrete examples served me better
than theoretical speculation in the Guide to Documentary
Editing, and I think they will be as useful here. Let me first
examine what is real and honest about the letters-confirmed
not only by my own memory, but also by the recollections of
college classmates.
For this evening's audience, I first combed the correspondence for hints that documentary editing might be in
my future. It may be significant that the first boy whom I met
during my week of freshman orientation-a young man who
had been herded to a joint Barnard-Columbia freshman
mixer (and, incidentally, the worst dancer I've ever met in
my life)-was a Columbia faculty brat named David Syrett
(letter of 18 September 1957). His father had recently taken
leave from his teaching duties in the history department to
begin editing the Hamilton papers. Thus I was introduced
early to the idea that someone could earn a living by editing
documents.
There are also embarrassing hints of a tendency to over-

Lie. To be sure, anyone in the audience who feels shock or
disbelief that a teenage girl (and an only child at that) might
be less than forthright with her parents about her introduction to Manhattan grew up on a planet other than earth.
Once I accepted. the fact of my own dishonesty as a correspondent, however, a far more startling possibility arose.
Perhaps I was not the only one. Perhaps each of us, in our
personal letters, functions as those documents' first editors.

Maryjo Kline, outgoing President of the Association for
Documentary Editing, recently returned to the world of active
editing as head of the Papers of John Jay, a project where she
worked as a graduate student. In her later editorial career, she
was Associate Editor of the Adams Papers and Editor of the
Papers of Aaron Burr. More recently, she served as Sotheby's
Vice President in charge of sales of Printed and Manuscript
Americana and American History Specialist for the Brown
University Library.
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annotate for my audience. On reporting a Marcel Marceau
Chicken cacciatore Milk-cold, hairless and waxless Pizza
performance, I went to some pains to explain how this man
chow mein Good, warm, rolls softer than rock" (9 February
1958). The shipment of food
could keep his audience
from Elmira, New York, to
enthralled for two hours
BARNARD COLLEGE
}'''EW YORK
the Barnard dormitories was
with "no scenery, only a
a constant theme over the
stool or a box for props-he
four years of my college
made the stage what he
career: "The CARE package
wanted" (9 February 1958).
was much appreciated -as
My mother and father, after
will be any others you send"
all, had grown up with the
(27 October 1960). "Since
silent films of Chaplin and
finals are approaching ...
Keaton and knew the wonders of pantomime far betcookies or other goodies
ter than I did. like most
from home would be greatly
adolescents, I had exaggerappreciated" (2 May 1959).
And in response to an
ated notions of my parents'
ignorance, so this may have
inquiry from my mother
had no significance for my
about what my roommate
and I might like, a motto that
future career choice.
Let's look at broader
still holds true: "Brownies
issues touched on in the letare always good" (11
ters. The most obvious are
February 1960).
reminders of the inflationI gave my parents a
scrupulously accurate record
ary spiral in the last forty
of plays and ballets and other
years. At the beginning of
performances I'd seen.
each semester, I wrote my
father with trepidation Captions: "Note collar of unironed blouse under size 50 crewneck sweater and Compared to other Barnard
about my expenditures for matching kneesox; Also note ever-present laundry and shoes (unworn); Empty students of the day, I was
coke bottles and use of last term's geology text; The Only Child"
books-usually amounting
only a mid-level theaterto $35 or $40. And there In 1958, the 5 cents apiece we got for returned Coke bottles was an important goer-neither as dedicated as
supplement to our budgets
the budding actresses nor as
was occaSionally a more
indifferent as some pre-meds. And the record proves the old
ominous sign: "Well looks like we'll have to get out the banksaw that when we are young and poor, we take greater
ruptcy affidavits again to send to the Merit Scholarship
advantage of what New York City has to offer than we will at
Corporation. Barnard is raising tuition by $250 next year.
any other time in our lives. The first professional ballet perThat's a total increase of $450 since I've been here!" (9
formance I saw was Sadler's Wells. The first O'Neill play
December 1959).
that I saw was Long Day 's}ourney into Night-its debut run with
But researchers can trace the rise in the cost of living elseFredric March, Florence Eldredge, and Jason Robards, Jr.;
where. What do the letters report in reliable fashion about a
the first performance of Hamlet, that of the Old Vic.
college student's life in Eisenhower's second term?
First-Barnard students were hungry. We fantasized about
food, and letters before vacations were filled with shamelessly detailed lists of menus that would be appreciated during a visit home "STEAK (I'm becoming an involuntary
vegetarian) ... Pork and sauerkraut and dumplings
Barbecued hamburgers Roast beef Apple pie Pecan pie
Eggs-sausage
Popcorn-with plenty of butter and salt
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The letters have some value in their portrayal of Barnard
faculty and the course of study for an undergraduate of the
day. Chilton Williamson, the professor who would become
my adviser and good friend, told us that we'd be doing eight
hours of reading a week for his course. Instead of protesting,
I headed to Butler library to charge out two books-only to
find out they had been charged out to Williamson himself (27

September 1958). With some truth I could write in my sophomore year: "I've never read so much in my life" (2 October
1958).
I became the embodiment of a glutton for punishment.
In my junior year I registered for a course at Barnard in
Colonial and Revolutionary history. When my roommate
signed up for Richard Morris's graduate course in the same
field, I went along to hear a lecture and liked it so well that I
audited Morris's course for the rest of the semester, thus
clocking in two hours of seventeenth and eighteenth-century
history a day. "But," I admitted to my parents, "I really enjoy
it" (18 February 1961). Barnard students of my time did work
hard, and I recounted the details to my parents so religiously
that I'm sure they had no trouble understanding this comment from a letter in my senior year: "Congratulations-you
have just become a study break" (17 April 1961).
This was Columbia, after all, so there were reports of
political activism. But not much. I studied in the library the
night that Columbia and Barnard students staged a "Charley
Van Doren" rally (5 November 1959). My senior year was
marked by marches by Barnard students protesting a dictum
forbidding us to wear slacks or Bermuda shorts when we
crossed Broadway to attend classes at the main Columbia
campus or use the university libraries there. Our cause, by
the way, was triumphant.
Neither did I ignore the ever-changing face of New York
City. I won't pretend that I commented on it very intelligently, but then I wasn't an art history major. One fine fall
day I reported: "I took the bus uptown. It was a beautiful day
and the trip took me up Fifth Avenue. A new Museum,
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, is nearing completion at
90th St. When they started it last year, it looked like a battleship in the middle of the city. Now it looks like an
inverted, cockeyed, tiered cake. I'm not going to be the first
in that building-I'm not sure it's going to hold up" (22
October 1958).
But what of the changes brought about by trading the
county seat of Chemung County for life in Manhattan?
What do the letters say about the ways I might have
changed? This, of course, was dangerous territory. The sheer
size of the collection of letters testifies to my need to prove
that I had not lost touch with the place or people I had left
behind. In the first semester, I wrote a letter almost every
day. While my parents sometimes protested that this was
unnecessary, I knew better. "In every letter," I pointed out to
my mother, "you say that you don't expect a letter a day

from me. However, in every other letter I find a book of
stamps enclosed" (11 November 1957). The almost compulsive production of letters reflected a determination to show
that by leaving Elmira, New York, I had not abandoned
friends and family in my hometown. This led to a related
compulsion-remembering birthdays and anniversaries. My
letters are crowded with lists of occasions that I promised to
honor with cards.
But there were changes that I could report. Among them,
the role of the opposite sex in my life. In high school, I simply didn't date. I figured out early on that I wouldn't get out
of Elmira by being anyone's steady girlfriend. Scholarships
to good colleges didn't come from going to proms or being a
cheerleader. However, if my parents had been a little embarrassed by the absence of a boyfriend in my life earlier, they
now had a chance to keep track of a changing cast of characters in my social life.
Like any girl who spent time in New York City, I had to
remark on my increasing sophistication. Fixed up with a
freshman in the fall of my sophomore year, I commented
grandly: "He's nice, good-looking, but young. I felt like a
maiden aunt chaperoning him and his freshman companions" (2 October 1958). And when I received a letter that
same week from a younger friend who had just started college, I remarked (with completely unconscious self-mockery): "It was unorganized and crazy-the kind ofletter I wrote
when I was a freshman" (31 October 1958). The same
increasing worldliness can be seen in lists of gifts I suggested
would be welcome for my birthday. My sophomore catalogue included (as God is my witness) "good white gloves"
(13 October 1958). A year later, I sensed my need for "Black
tights (you feel so Barnard when your legs are black all the
way up)" (20 October 1959).
Politics were also an area where I felt I could admit to
change. My father was a serious Republican, and it was years
after my 21st birthday that I admitted to him that I'd registered as a Democrat. But he may have sensed what was to
come when I wrote on the eve of the 1960 presidential election: "Saw Nixon-Kennedy debate. Hate to say it in the face
of Father's Republican sympathies, but Tricky Dick showed
up as a fairly complete nothing" (13 October 1960).
What hadn't I mentioned to my parents? A lot. The letters never reveal the fact that I started smoking. And, while
I reported my roommates' occasional overindulgence in
hard liquor, I never admitted to more than two beers in the
West End Bar myself (24 January 1960). Indeed, at first
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glance, I feared that I'd sanitized my letters so completely
that they were a total loss for useful research. Then I came
across one written to my father in March 1959. As this was

truly happened-in what was really felt by the letter-writer or

my second year at Barnard, I will not apologize for its soph-

a sample of the thousands of letters that a man or woman of
another decade or century wrote and received in his or her

omoric tone:
Now I realize that however much I dislike
the food here, however tired and dirty I am,
I was right in coming ... In the fifty odd years
after I leave college, I must rely on all the
thoughts and theories that have been thrown
at me here. If I end up teaching history at some
high school in Batavia, N.Y., or reasoning
with Mau Maus in Tanzanyika [sic], I'll still
be able to go back to the philosophies of
John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, and
Niccolo Machiavelli. ... -I won't need
bridge games or TV. I'll have myself....

the people whom she or he describes.
Instead, we usually can hope to present readers with but

lifetime. No other period or group of correspondents is so
generously represented in my personal papers as the letters I
wrote my parents in 1957-1961. It is typical in overrepresenting a certain span of years in a letter-writer's life while
leaving other decades underreported. And it is the rule, not
the exception, for letters to certain friends or relatives to survive with greater frequency-thus exaggerating the distortions the writer chose for those audiences.
Thus the letters, diaries, and other "private" documents
that we offer to our readers will not be an absolutely accurate
and reliable historical record. And it is precisely this fact that
justifies much of what we do as documentary editors. It is our

(2 March 1959).
While Mill, Marx, and Machiavelli haven't been my

responsibility and challenge to share with our readers the
limitations as well as the opportunities for learning in the

companions of late, the substitution of names like Jay and
Morris and Hamilton and Burr would mean that my prediction wasn't far from the mark. However, I never wrote a let-

documents that we provide.
In line with this rule, my letters will go to Barnard

ter in this tone again. My father's hurt and puzzled reaction
showed me that I'd misjudged my audience, and I quickly
recalculated-something that other letter-writers have done
as well.
Let's return now to those "other letter-writers." What lessons are there in this modest and unimportant group of letters for those who edit and analyze more Significant archives
of correspondence? They remind us that one group of documents-no matter how comprehensive it appears-is seldom,
if ever, the only source needed to come close to the truth. My
letters never approached that goal-they told as much or little as seemed appropriate to my audience, my parents.
Letters to mends from the same period would reveal other
parts of the truth. The memories of college friends and roommates could (and still can) supply vital corroborating evidence of truth and fiction, openness and concealment. And
even at this late date, my own memory can provide a substantial part of that "contextual annotation."
Documentary editors, however, seldom have such luxuries. Unless, of course, they are editing the papers of the
Adams Family, where family correspondence, letters to
friends or professional colleagues, and personal diaries often
provide enough different elements of the "truth" in one individual's life to give a certain degree of confidence in what
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College's Archives with a brief introduction outlining family
relationships, reminding any researchers who happen on the
correspondence that teenage girls lie to their parents, and
suggesting areas in which I, at least, was surprised to find
myself telling the truth. The realization that I am not alone
among dishonest letter-writers, means that I need donate the
letters with only this explanation-there is no need for apologies.

Call for Nominations
The 2003 Lyman H. Butterfield Award
Since 1985, the Lyman H. Butterfield Award has been presented annually to an individual, project, or institution for
recent contributions in the areas of documentary publication,
teaching, and service. The award is granted in memory of
Lyman Henry Butterfield, whose editing career included contributions to The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, the editing of
the Adams Family Papers, and the publication of The Letters
of Benjamin Rush.
The chair of the 2003 selection committee is Joseph R.
McElrath. The deadline for nominations is 1 May 2003, and
that for submission of supporting documentation is 1 June.
Please send your nominations to him at Department of
English, Florida State University, Tallahassee FL 32306-1580.
For additional information, contact him at jmcelrath@eng·
lish.fsu.edu or 850-644-1522.
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BREAKFAST

ADDRESS

Scholarly Editions and the
National Endowment for the Humanities

q

Bruce Cole
ood morning. It's a pleasure to be here. I am an
admirer and grateful user of a number of documen-

tary editions produced by people in this room. On a
small scale, as an editor of a scholarly edition of Ridolfi's The

Life of Titian, I experienced the rigors and rewards of your
special kind of academic labor. The work is painstaking,
repetitive, sometimes tedious. For many editions, scholars
must invest decades in close reading, collaborative research,
and careful transcription.
But your work has permanence and resonance. It is significant that some scholarly editions are published on paper
meant to last 500 years. For posterity, you record and contextualize history's most important correspondence, influential speeches, and revealing asides. What you do is a form of
scholarship that is particularly allied with the core mission of
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Our mission is
simply this: "Because democracy demands wisdom, the
NEH serves and strengthens our Republic by promoting
excellence in the humanities and conveying the lessons of
history to all Americans." You give generations to come the
tools to understand history and discover its lessons anew.
Today I wanted to take a few minutes to discuss with you
some of the ways we can work together in the realms of furthering scholarship, safeguarding academic standards, and
addressing the challenge of American amnesia.

Scholarship
There are many ways we can-and have already-worked
together in the area of scholarship. Because your work is so
important, and because it is too often unrewarded, the NEH
must-and will-make a robust investment in documentary
scholarship.

Bruce Cole, Chairman of the National Endowment of the
Humanities, has written fourteen books, many of them about
the Renaissance. They include The Renaissance Artist at Work;
Sienese Painting in the Age of the Renaissance: Italian Art,
7250-7550; The Relation of Art to Life and Society; Titian and
Venetian Art, 7450-7590; and Art of the VVCstern World: From
Ancient Greece to Post-Modernism. His most recent books is The
Informed Eye: Understanding Masterpieces of VVCstern Art.

In the past year, we have reaffirmed our commitment to
documentary work by creating a separate funding category
for scholarly editions. Many of you here today have submit-

ted applications under these new guidelines. In the past
you've worked with now-legendary NEH staff members like
Margot Backas. Now, talented officers such as Michael Hall,
Doug Arnold, and Kathy Toavs are shepherding applicants
and projects, and I am thankful that the leamedJim Herbert
is at the helm of the Research Division.
The Petra Papyrus Project has rescued knowledge from
fragments of carbonized scrolls found buried in an ancient
ruin. The Dead Sea Scrolls Project is bringing scholarly light
to bear on those mysterious documents. The papers of
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas
Jefferson give us a window into the minds of the founders.
The Ratification of the Constitution Papers Project has
apparently been fielding calls from Supreme Court justices
who are trying to discern the original intent of the
Constitution. We are learning more about the life and ideas
of Frederick Douglass through his published papers. The
Freedmen and Southern SOciety Project is documenting the
experiences of the first generation of former slaves from the
Civil War to Reconstruction. The Thomas Edison Papers are,
appropriately enough, experimenting with novel forms of
digital dissemination. The Dwight D. Eisenhower Papers,
now nearing completion, have impacted scholarship in surprising ways.
I'm proud of NEH's long involvement in scholarly editions. Some of our earliest grants were in support of documentary work, and I am glad that today so many of you in
this room have been working with the NEH.
We want to support your ongoing work. And, we want to
work with you to find ways to help the current generation of
projects move closer to completion. We also want to ensure
that there is greater dissemination of hundreds of volumes of
previously published editions. I am particularly interested in
finding ways to accelerate the on-line availability of editions,
and I welcome your ideas and input in making that goal a
reality.
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Excellence and Integrity

We the People

I also believe we can, and must, work together to ensure
the strength and force of scholarly standards. Documentary
editions are intellectual monuments. They are usually done
only once. Therefore, they must reach the highest standards
of excellence and integrity. If the transcriptions are sloppy or
if the research is shoddy, the consequences are vast and longterm. A poorly-executed scholarly edition is like a foundation built on quicksand-every work that stands on it is

As such, I want to enlist your help in what I consider one
of the great challenges facing our country: the threat of
American amnesia.
As you know, one of the common threads of great civilizations is the cultivation of memory. Many of the great
works of antiquity are transcribed from oral traditions. From
Homer to the Beowulf epic, such tales trained people to
remember their heritage and history through story and song,

imperiled.
In recent years, the historical profession has been
plagued by a series of ethical lapses. Some of our most dis-

and passed those stories and songs throughout generations.
Indeed, your livelihood is predicated on the understanding
that our lives are enriched-with meaning, clarity, and pur-

tinguished public historians have been found out as serial
plagiarists. Another much-praised scholar has just reSigned
from his university over accusations of academic fraud.

pose-by understanding the past.
We are in danger of forgetting this lesson. For years, even

Those who teach, publish, and produce should be held to a
higher, not a lower, standard. Universities, scholarly societies, independent research institutions, and indeed the
NEH, must vigorously, fairly, and scrupulously investigate

decades, polls, tests, and studies have shown that Americans
do not know their history, and cannot remember even the
most significant events of the twentieth century. Of course,
we are a forward-looking people. We are more concerned

In such an environment, it is alarming that so many pub-

with what happens tomorrow than what happened yesterday.
But we are in danger of having our view of the future
obscured by our ignorance of the past. We cannot see clearly
ahead if we are blind to history. Unfortunately, most indica-

lishers, reviewers, and other members of the academic community have been abdicating their responsibility to help
ensure accurate and honest scholarship. Because others have

tors point to a worsening of our case of American amnesia.
I'll give just a few examples. One study of students at 55
elite universities found that over a third were unable to iden-

shirked their responsibilities, the role of the editor as the
guardian of integrity and quality has become all the more

tify the Constitution as establishing the division of powers in
our government, only 29 percent could identify the term
"Reconstruction," and 40 percent could not place the Civil

and adjudicate scholarly misconduct wherever it occurs. To
fail to do so is a mistake and a disaster.

important and necessary. When others take shortcuts, or suspend judgment indefinitely, or disclaim all responsibility,
you will have our support when you do the right thing.

War in the correct half-century. The recent National
Assessment of Education Progress test found that over half of

Humanities scholarship is influential only to the extent
that it is credible. The power of scholarly findings rests on
the foundation of trust and truth. When a link in the chain of

War II. Perhaps even more hOrrifying, 18 percent thought
that Germany was a U.S. ally in the Second World War.

scholarship is broken by deceit or fraud, more is lost than the
deceiver's reputation. The scholarly community cannot tolerate plagiarism, fraud, or other forms of misconduct without

Such collective amnesia is dangerous. Today, it is all the
more urgent that we study American institutions, culture,
and history. Unlike a monarchy or dictatorship, democracy

destroying the trust on which it relies.
The academy, guilds, and indeed, all scholarly associations must be places of open and free discourse, havens

is not self-perpetuating. Its continued flourishing requires a
transmission of knowledge of, and a love for, the rule oflaw,
the rigors of justice, and the rights of our citizens. That

where divergent and even disagreeable positions are freely
spoken, and where debate should be free of intolerance and

knowledge and love must be transmitted from and renewed
in each generation. Citizens kept ignorant of their history are
robbed of the riches of their heritage, and handicapped in

dogmatism. But in our aversion to rigid judgmentalism, we
cannot abandon making judgments.
You are the gatekeepers and the standard bearers.

90

Documentary Editing 24(4)

December 2002

high school seniors couldn't say whom we fought in World

their ability to understand and appreciate other cultures.
If Americans cannot recall whom we fought, and whom
we fought alongside, during World War II, it should not be
assumed that they will long remember what happened here

on September 11. And a nation that does not know why it
exists, or what it stands for, cannot long be expected to flourish. We at the NEH want to meet this challenge, and we hope
to recruit and enlist allies in the cause.
We are launching a new initiative, with the support and

to include new grant competitions and categories, such as a
model curricula competition, and expanded offerings in our
Summer Seminars and Institutes series aimed at teaching
American history content to history teachers. These are, of
course, only first steps-but they are important ones to take.

leadership of the White House, to bolster the study and
understanding of American history. On September 17,
Constitution Day, President Bush announced his history and
civics initiative in a Rose Garden Ceremony. At the center of

In the coming months and years, I want the NEH to help
lead a renaissance in knowledge about our history and cul-

the White House effort is the National Endowment for the
Humanities' new initiative called "We the People." It is the
first time in the NEH's almost 40-year history that we have

We all have a role to play. I want to enlist your help in
that struggle. In your university, your communities, and in

been the focus of a presidential Rose Garden announcement.
I believe this demonstrates our President's exceptional concern for the problem of American historical amnesia, and
commitment to its cure.
The "We the People" initiative includes the following
three elements:
1. Building knowledge: "We the People" will start with a
large-scale solicitation of grant applications that aim to

ture. Understanding ourselves is the first step to understanding our place in the world.

your families, is the best place to start the process of recovering our memories-recognizing, retelling, and retaining the
story of who we are and what we stand for. As the "We the
People" initiative proceeds, I hope the NEH can benefit
from your advice and involvement.
It has been wonderful speaking to you because every day
you cultivate the seedbeds of historical scholarship. You have
my promise that the NEH will remain committed to documentary editions.

enhance the teaching, study, and understanding of American
history. NEH will call upon humanities scholars, teachers,
filmmakers, museums, libraries, and other individuals and
institutions to develop projects (and grant applications) to
enhance and expand understanding of the most significant
themes, personalities, and principles of our nation's history
and culture. We hope to encourage humanists to think
deeply about these themes, and to sponsor the best of such
thought.
2. We will celebrate the "Heroes of History": The NEH will
initiate and sponsor an annual lecture on Heroes and
Heroism, the first of which will be held this February on
President's Day. The lecture will feature a widely-respected
historian, author, thinker, or other humanist who will discuss
the life of an American hero and/or the ideal of heroism.
3. Finally, we will challenge young people to study the
"Idea of America": NEH will sponsor an annual nationwide
essay contest for secondary school students. Students will
write a short (1200 words or less) essay on the "Idea of
America"; their entries will be judged by a special NEHconvened panel of historians, authors, and other experts.
The national winner will have his essay published in the
NEH's Humanities magazine and receive an award at the
annual "Heroes of History" lecture. Finalists will also have
their essays published on the NEH web site.
Over the next couple years, "We the People" will expand

Call for Papers
The 2003 ADE Program Committee, chaired by Esther
Katz, would be happy to hear from anyone with ideas
and/ or proposals for papers and panels for for the
annual meeting to be held in Chicago, Nov. 14-16,
2003. The Committee is interested in, among other
things, proposals for papers on new projects (and issues
involved in starting new projects); on issues dealing
with editing the papers of Native-Americans, AfricanAmerican and other people of color; and on projects
dealing with scientific and technical subjects, and
issues relating to editing non-textual materials.
However, proposals on other themes are also welcome.
Please be sure to get your proposals in no later than 31
January 2003.
Send 1-2 page proposals to:
ADE 2003 Program Committee
c/o Esther Katz
New York Univiersity
Sanger Papers Project
History Department
53 Washington Square South 7th fl
New York, NY 10012
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REVIEW

The Ideal of Professional Housekeeping
Glenna R. Schroeder-Lein

Catharine E. Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe, The

American Woman

s Home.

eighty dollars in 1869 money values (chapter 6). The sisters

Edited by Nicole Tonkovich.

Hartford, Conn.: Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, and New
Brunswick, N J: Rutgers University Press, 2002. xxxviii +

always encouraged modest living and advised against spending money ostentatiously or carelessly. Their advice on a
healthful diet suggests that not so much has changed between

400 pp., illus. $60 (cloth), ISBN 0-8135-3078-4; $20 (paper),
ISBN 0-8135-3079-2.

1869 and 2002 as some might suppose. The sisters wrote:
"Were one to believe all that is said and written on this sub-

hen sisters Catharine E. Beecher and Harriet

ject the conclusion probably would be that there is not one

Beecher Stowe published The American Woman's

solitary article of food on God's earth which is healthful to

W

Home, or, Principles of Domestic Science; Being a
eat" (95). In this case, as in many others, the authors
Guide to the Formation and Maintenance ofEconomical, Healthfol,
espoused the use of certain general principles and common
Beautifol and Christian Homes in 1869 as .,.m«.<:,_.... 7/;.,'
"..
sense, rather than giving specific direcboth a textbook for girls' schools and a
home reference work, the new book

Q~n"
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tions. In fact, they often spent the greater
',. part of a chapter complaining about a

quickly became the standard in its field. It

subject, such as the evils of bad cooking

replaced, and drew heavily from,
Catharine's earlier Treatise on Domestic

(chapter 13), rather than on providing
solutions, which tended to be short and

Economy (1841). In addition, the sisters used

quite general.
On the other hand, the sisters were
by no means loath to give specific direc-

material from columns written by Harriet,
and in some instances copiously quoted
male authorities on certain subjects. The
result was not a book to be read straight
through but a sort of encyclopedia to be
consulted for advice in specific situations.
Should the reader be planning to build
a house, the sisters provided several floor
plans, complete with discussion of their
advantages. The reader could learn how to
"tastefully" furnish a parlor for less than

Glenna R. Schroeder-Lein is an assistant editor at the
Papers of Abraham Lincoln in Springfield, Ill., and was previously an assistant editor of The Papers ofAndrewJohnson. In
addition to numerous reviews and articles, she has written

Confederate Hospitals on the Move: Samuel H Stout and the Army
of Tennessee (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
1994) and, with Richard Zuczek, Andrew Johnson: A

Biographical Companion (Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-Clio,
2001).
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tions, such as exactly the best type of
kitchen stove. Due to patent protection,
however, the authors could not mention
the specific name of the appliance, and
the interested reader had to write to
Beecher for a brochure (chapter 5 and
316). Another example of specific recommendations is chapter 35, which is
devoted to the supposed advantages of
using an "earth closet," essentially a toilet using dirt rather
than water. The dirt supposedly could be dried and reused
five or six times, allegedly without odor, and then be used for
a rich manure to replenish the soil, rather than flushing this
valuable natural resource down the drain.
Overall, the sisters repeatedly (and repetitively) stressed
the need for proper ventilation in homes and other buildings.
Bad air was allegedly the cause of all sorts of disease, and disability generally, leading in some cases to inadvertent murder by impure air. The authors provided numerous

descriptions and illustrations of proper ventilation systems.
In a period when tuberculosis was very common and germs

ignorant to equal advantages" (23-24). However, the authors

were undiscovered, better ventilation of stuffy rooms could
only help. The sisters were just a part of a widespread move-

also proposed that single women could form families by
banding together and adopting children. This relatively radical idea should not be interpreted as any endorsement ofles-

ment of doctors and others (including Florence Nightingale)

bianism and did not occupy any prominent place in the

to improve health through ventilation.
The sisters had several reasons for writing this book. A
major one was certainly financial. Catharine was a single,

book. It was mentioned several times (25, 328, 330) no doubt
both because of Catharine's own understanding of singleness

self-supporting woman in a period when such independence
was discouraged and opportunities were limited. Harriet had

and also because it could provide a practical alternative for
the large number of women of that generation who would
never marry because so many eligible men had died during

been the sole financial support of her family through her
writing, since the retirement of her husband, Calvin Stowe, a

the Civil War.
Within the general category mentioned, the sisters could

professor.
Their second, and stated, purpose for writing was to
spread the viewpoint that women should be professionals in
charge of their homes, made so through education and training. They wanted "to elevate both the honor and the remu-

hope certain groups of people would purchase their book.
These would include persons who had bought Catharine's
earlier books, fans of Harriet's writings such as Uncle Tom's
Cabin and numerous short stories, teachers and students at

neration" of women's domestic duties, "to render each
department of woman's true profession as much desired and
respected as are the most honored professions of men" (19,

domestic subjects. In addition, the book was cheap-fifty
cents, or about six dollars in 2002 money.
The sisters were quick to state their personal qualifica-

23).
Although the sisters did not explicitly say that their
intended audience was not Irish washerwomen and others of

tions for writing such a volume. Catharine was the oldest of
thirteen siblings and half siblings and had been trained by a
domestically skilled mother, stepmother, and aunt. She also

lower class, they nevertheless made the nature of their
intended audience quite clear through their references, comments, advice, and instructions. The book was directed at

had been a teacher and dispenser of written domestic advice
for a number of years. Harriet was married with seven chil-

white, upper-middle-class, Protestant women-generally married women whose husbands owned homes and who probably had a servant or two. These were educated women who

Ironically, neither woman exemplified the ideals they wrote
about. Catharine was, of course, single and had never had
her own household. Harriet, though married, depended on

needed the self-respect that would come from competence in
doing, as well as supervising, their domestic tasks, and who
also needed to instruct their daughters and their incompetent

servants, and sometimes on Catharine's management skills,
so that she could write. A housewife who did any other work
but household management (with the exception of voluntary
assistance to charity) was not even considered in the sisters'

domestic servants in proper modes of housekeeping. Thus,
the emphasis was on intelligent, educated household management using the principles of science, common sense, and
Protestant religion. Ironically, for women who had been in
the forefront of the movement to provide girls with the
equivalent of a classical education, the sisters bowed to the
current notion of the importance of women's place in the
separate domestic sphere, with such statements as, that to
understand how stoves work "will cultivate the intellect quite
as much as the abstract reasonings of Algebra and
Geometry" (60).
The stress was on the married woman's family as a unit,
which was supposed through "self-sacrificing labor of the
stronger and wiser members to raise the weaker and more

girls' schools, and those who needed advice on particular

dren, and had also taught and written domestic advice.

book.
The twenty-first-century reader may wonder why this
book has been edited and reissued in 2002. It is surely not
because anyone at this point wishes to consult and act upon
the sisters' outdated domestic advice. Not only have styles,
tastes, and appliances changed drastically since 1869, but the
sisters' writing style, as daughters and sisters of Protestant
ministers, is preachy beyond what most people in 2002
would be willing to accept.
The editor, Nicole Tonkovich, does not say why she has
chosen (or was chosen) to edit this book. It is clearly within
her line of interest, as her own monograph is entitled
Domesticity with a Difference: The Nonfiction of Catharine Beecher,
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Sarah] Hale, Fanny Fern, and Margaret Fuller (1997). This edition of The American Woman's Home is issued by Rutgers

Assistant!Associate Editor
Papers ofJohn Adams

University Press in conjunction with the Harriet Beecher
Stowe Center in Hartford, Connecticut, which probably
wishes to keep this work in print. Certainly, it provides a perspective on American upper-middle-class domestic ideals in
the immediate post-Civil War period that is valuable to
some scholars.
Although the reason for this edition is not clear, some
idea of the editorial apparatus used can be gained. The text
was reprinted from the 1991 facsimile edition published by
the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center (Stowe-Day Foundation;
see xxxvii). The original book, first published by J. B. Ford
and Company of New York in 1869, included a table of contents in the nineteenth-century style-a detailed summary of
each chapter. The text was enhanced by seventy-seven line
drawings or diagrams, as well as a few other unnumbered
illustrations. Beecher and Stowe included "A Glossary of
Such Words and Phrases as May Not Easily Be Understood
by the Young Reader" that ran to sixteen pages. Given the
reference nature of their work, the sisters also provided an
"Index: Analytical and Alphabetical." The work concluded
with facsimiles of the original advertisements for other books
published by J. B. Ford and Company, including several by
the authors' brother, the famous clergyman Henry Ward
Beecher. All these things are included in the edition under
consideration.
What, then, has Tonkovich added to the original volume?
First, "textual and typographical errors and oddities have
been silently corrected" (xxxvii). Tonkovich has also added a
twenty-three-page introduction and a four-page selected bibliography to set the work in the contexts of the sisters' lives,
domestic expectations of the period, and scholarship on
women's studies. In the back of the book are sixteen pages of
explanatory notes, prepared by research assistant Jason
Homer, which clarity details of nineteenth-century life and
other matters of context that are not included in the original
glossary. In short, the volume is very lightly edited, but nothing further seems necessary.
Students of nineteenth-century domestic life, and
libraries that cater to them, will want to have a copy of this
volume in their collections.
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The Adams Papers at the Massachusetts Historical SOCiety in
Boston seeks an assistant! associate editor. The person filling
this new position will contribute to each series of the edition
but primarily will be employed on the Papers ofJohn Adams.
Candidates must possess good editorial skills with documentary editing experience. A graduate degree in early American
history with research experience in the Founding Generation
is preferred with French or Dutch language skills an asset.
Candidates should have the basic computer skills necessary to
assist with in-house desktop publishing and preparation of
indexes for each volume. Position to begin no later than July
2003. Send application, including cover letter, resume, and
the names of three references, to: The Adams Papers,
Massachusetts Historical SOCiety, 1154 Boylston Street,
Boston, MA 02215. Application deadline: 15 March 2003.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP
The HarrietJacobs Papers is seeking applications for a
limited number of positions in its 2003 summer internship program.
The Harriet Jacobs Papers, an internationally-known
historical editing project headed by Dr. Jean Fagan
Yellin, has contracted with the University of North
Carolina Press to produce a two-volume documentary
edition of the papers of 19th Century author, abolitionist, and reformer Harriet Jacobs. This will be the first
scholarly edition of papers of an African-American
woman held in slavery. While Jacobs is best known as
the fugitive slave author of the landmark American
slave narrative Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,
Written by Herself (Boston 1861, London 1862), she
and her family circle were also actively involved in
reform movements before, during, and after the Civil
War.
Interns will assist the project staff in preparing the
papers

for

publication,

acquiring

experience

in

research and historical editing. Applicants should be
detail-oriented, have strong research, writing, and computer skills, and possess some background in AfricanAmerican history or literature, women's history, or
women's studies. Applications are due 15 March 2003.
For further information please contact:
Dr. Kate Culkin, Associate Editor
The Harriet Jacobs Papers, Department of English
Pace University
41 Park Row, Room 1505
New York, NY 10038
kculkin@pace.edu
Phone:(212) 346-1415, Fax:(212) 346-1754

Recent Editions
Compiled by Suzanne S. Bellamy
This quarterly bibliography of current documentary editions published on subjects in the fields of American and
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ACCOSTA, JOSE DE. Natural and Moral History of
the Indies. Edited by Jane E. Mangan. Durhalll:
Duke University Press, 2002. 568 pp. $74.95. ISBN
0822328321. A classic work of New World history originally published in 1590, it contains the observations of
Accosta, a Spanish Jesuit missionary in Peru and Mexico.
One of the first comprehensive investigations of the New
World, Accosta's study is strikingly broad in scope,
describing both the region's physical characteristics and
the Amerindians.

ADDAMS,JANE. The Selected Papers ofJane Addams,
Vol. 1, Preparing to Lead, 1860-81. Edited by Mary
Lynn McCree Bryan, Barbara Bair, and Maree de
Angury. Challlpaign: University of Illinois Press,
2002. 760 pp. $65. ISBN 0252027299. Collects extant
documents from Addams's formative years, including letters, diaries, and other writings from her childhood and
her education. Documents the early development of her
social principles and reveals the leadership skills that led
her into a life of public commitment.

AFRICAN-AMERICANS. Face Zion Forward: First
Writers of the Black Atlantic, 1785-1798. Edited by
Joanna Brooks and John Saillant. Boston:
Northeastern University Press, 2002. 256 pp. $47.50.
ISBN 1555535402. Collection of memoirs, sermons, and
speeches that provides an informed reconstruction of the
major ideological and theological conversations that
occurred among North American blacks after the
American Revolution. Illustrates the disparate and complex underpinnings of the modern black Atlantic.

BENJAMIN, WALTER. Walter Benjamin: Selected
Writings, Vol. 3, 1935-1938. Edited by Howard Eiland
and Michael W. Jennings. Call1bridge: Harvard
University Press, 2002. 480 pp. $39.95. ISBN
0674008960. The author was a radical critic of a
European civilization plunging into darkness, yet commemorator of the humane traditions of the old bourgeoisie. The centerpiece, A Berlin Childhood around 1900,
marks the first appearance in English of one of the greatest German works of the twentieth century.

BRANDEIS, LOUIS D. The Family Letters of Louis D.
Brandeis. Edited by Melvin I. Urofsky and David W.
Levy. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2002.
608 pp. $54.95. ISBN 0806134046. Contains the private
correspondence between the Supreme Court justice and
his immediate family. The letters reveal much about progressive politics and personalities as well as Brandeis the
person.

BURNEY, SAMUEL. A Southern Soldier's Letters
Home: The Civil War Letters of Samuel Burney, Army of
Northern Virginia. Edited by Nat Turner. Macon:
Mercer University Press, 2002. 672 pp. $35. ISBN
0865548161. Lyrical and beautifully written letters of a
college-educated southern soldier to his wife describing
battles, camp life, theology, and the day-to-day dreariness of life in the army.

BUTTS, MARY. The Journal of Mary Butts. Edited by
Nathalie Blondel. New Haven: Yale University Press,
2002. 448 pp. $40. ISBN 0300091842. Contains the journals of the British modernist writer, now recognized as
one of the most important and original authors of the
interwar years.

COLERIDGE, SAMUEL TAYLOR. The Collected
Works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge: Vol. 15. Maximum
Opus. Edited by Tholllas McFarland. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2002. 664 pp. $125. ISBN
0691098824. Final volume of series contains the last
major body of unpublished prose writings by Coleridge,
consisting primarily of fragments, which provide insight
into a crucial period of Coleridge's intellectual development.

CROOM, STEPHEN. The Private Life of a New South
Lawyer: Stephen Croom's 1875-1876Journal. Edited by
Paul M. Pruitt,Jr., and David I. Durham. Occasional
Publications of the Bounds Law Library, Volume III.
Tuscaloosa: University of Alaballla School of Law,
2002. 91 pp. Annotated edition of Croom's journal dealing with his personal life, military experience, intellectual pursuits, and legal career during a difficult period in
Alabama's history.

CUSHING, FRANK HAMILTON. The Lost Itinerary
of Frank Hamilton Cushing. Edited by Curtis M.
Hinsley and David R. Wilcox. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2002. 450 pp. $50. ISBN 0816522693.
Report written between 1891 and 1893 by archaeologist
Cushing about the 1886-87 Hemenway Expedition to the
American Southwest. Based on his field notes, diaries,
jottings, and memories, it discusses the origins and early
months of the expedition, which sought to trace the
ancestors of the Zunis.

DODGE, RICHARD IRVING. The Sherman Tour
Journals of Colonel Richard Irving Dodge. Edited by
Wayne R. Kime. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 2002. 240 pp. $34.95. ISBN 0806134259. General
Sherman's former aide-de-camp recounts daily life with
the general when they went on a 10,000-mile inspection
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tour across the West in 1883.

DUTCH COLONIES. Correspondence 1654-1658:
Volume XII, the Dutch Colonial Manuscripts. Edited by
Charles T. Gehring. Syracuse: Syracuse University
Press, 2002. 272 pp. $75. ISBN 0815629591. Contains
the correspondence of Petrus Stuyvesant, director general of New Netherland. Represents the earliest surviving
correspondence, comprising incoming letters from the
directors in Amsterdam and the governors of neighboring
colonies.

EDWARDS,JOHN N. Shelby's Expedition to Mexico: An
Unwritten Leaf of the War. Edited by Conger H.
Beasley Jr. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
2002. 272 pp. $29.95. ISBN 1557287325. Written by
Confederate general Joseph Shelby's adjutant, this adventure tale was first published in 1872 and recounts the
exploits of Shelby and his legendary Iron Brigade's final
march in Mexico.

EISENHOWER, DWIGHT DAVID. The Papers of
Dwight David Eisenhower. The Presidency: Keeping the
Peace. Volumes 18-21. Edited by Louis Galam.bos and
Daun van Ee. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2001. Vol. 18. 752 pp. $110. ISBN 0801866383.
Vol. 19. 712 pp. $80. ISBN 0801866847. Vol. 20. 672
pp. $80. ISBN 0801866995. Vol. 21. 768 pp. $80. ISBN
0801867185. This set of volumes contains 1,783 documents drawn from Eisenhower's second term as president
from 20 January 1957 to 20 January 1961. He maintained
an extensive and revealing correspondence with prominent individuals as well as with personal friends which,
together with occasional diary entries, shed considerable
light upon the major national concerns of the 1950s.

HARTLEY, MARSDEN AND ALFRED STIEGLITZ.
My Dear Stieglitz: Letters of Marsden Hartley and Alfred
Stieglitz, 1912-1915. Edited by James Timothy
Voorhies. Columbia: University of South Carolina
Press, 2002. 352 pp. $39.95. ISBN 1570034788.
Previously unpublished correspondence between two
prominent artists that chronicles the modern art world in
New York, Paris, and Berlin during the early twentieth
century.

HENRICH, DIETER. Between Kant and Hegel: Lectures
on German Idealism. Edited by David S. Pacini.
Cam.bridge: Harvard University Press, 2002. 384 pp.
$49.95. ISBN 0674007735. First delivered in 1973,
Henrich's lectures were the first contact a major German
philosopher had made with an American audience since
the onset of World War II. They remain one of the most
eloquent interpretations of the central philosophical tradition of Germany and the way in which it relates to the
concerns of contemporary philosophy.

HUGHES, LANGSTON. The Collected Works of
Langston Hughes. Vol. 14, Autobiography: I Wonder As I
Wander. Edited by Joseph McLaren. Columbia:
University of Missouri Press, 2002. 408 pp. $34.95.
ISBN 0826214347. Second volume of the author's autobiography that covers the years from 1932 through 1937,
culminating in his coverage of the Spanish Civil War.
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HUGHES, LANGSTON. The Collected Works of
Langston Hughes. Vol. 16, The Translations: Federico
Garcia Lorca, Nicolas Guillen, and Jacques Roumain.
Edited by Dellita Martin-Ogunsola. Columbia:
University of Missouri Press, 2002. 240 pp. $29.95.
ISBN 0826214355. Translation by Hughes of works by
authors with whom he felt intimately connected and
whose cultures illustrated essential correspondences with
his own.

HURSTON, ZORA NEALE. Zora Neale Hurston: A
Life in Letters. Edited by Carla Kaplan. New York:
Doubleday, 2002. 896 pp. $40. ISBN 0385490356.
Contains over 500 letters written by Hurston from the
1920s to the 1950s to such well-known figures as
Langston Hughes, Alain Locke, Dorothy West, Carl Van
Vechten, and Franz Boas.

HUXLEY, ALDOUS. Aldous Huxley: Complete Essays.
Vol. 6, 1956-1963. Edited by Robert S. Baker and
James Sexton. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee Publisher, 2002.
416 pp. $35. ISBN 1566634644. Concluding volume of
Huxley'S essays contains his final assessment of modern
society and his final meditation on art and religion, as
well as two recently discovered essays on science, technology, and modern life.

JARRELL, RANDALL. Randall Jarrell's Letters: An
Autobiographical and Literary Selection (Expanded
Edition). Edited by Mary Jarrell. Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 2002. 576 pp. $24.95.
ISBN 0813921538. Letters from Jarrell to Peter Taylor
are included, which adds another dimension of friendship, artistry, and intellect to a collection noted for its
behind-the-scenes glimpse of twentieth-century American
literary history in the making.

KENYON, CECELIA. Men of Little Faith: Selected
Writings of Cecelia Kenyon. Edited by Stanley Elkins,
Eric McKitrick, and Leo Weinstein. Amherst:
University of Massachusetts Press, 2002. 328 pp.
$34.95. ISBN 1558493476. Pioneering essays on the
intellectual world of the Founding Fathers and their generation written by Kenyon during a scholarly career that
extended from the late 1940s to the mid-1980s.

KING, ANNA MATILDA PAGE. Anna: The Letters of
a St. Simons Island Plantation Mistress, 1817-1859.
Edited by Melanie Pavich-Lindsay. Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2002. 496 pp. $49.95.
ISBN 0820323322. As the wife of a frequently absent
slaveholder and public figure, King was the de facto head
of their Sea Island Plantation. Contains more than 150
letters that give a firsthand account of antebellum coastal
Georgia life.

KOREAN WAR. A Foxhole View: Personal Accounts of
Hawaii's Korean War Veterans. Edited by Louis
Baldovi. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002.
336 pp. $55. ISBN 0824825888. An oral history of the
Korean War as told by the rank and file of the infantry.

LAURENS, HENRY. The Papers of Henry Laurens, Vol.
XVI (September 1, 1782-December 17, 1792). Edited by

David R. Chesnutt and C. James Taylor. Columbia:
University of South Carolina, 2002. 940 pp. $49.95.
ISBN 1570034656. Final volume of series covers the last
ten years of the statesman's life.

LISZT, FRANZ. The Death of Franz Liszt Based on the
Unpublished Diary of His Pupil Lina Schmalhausen.
Edited by Alan Walker. Ithaca: Cornell University
Press, 2002. 224 pp. $29.95. ISBN 0801440769. Graphic
description of Liszt's illness and death by his student,
caregiver, and close companion. Recounts family indifference, neglect, and medical malpractice suffered by
Liszt.

MADISON, JAMES. The Papers of James Madison:
Secretary of State Series, Volume 6, 1 November 1803-31
March 1804. Edited by Mary A. Hackett, J. C. A.
Stagg, EllenJ. Barber, Anna Mandeville Colony, and
Angela Kreider. Charlottesville: University of
Virginia Press, 2002. 720 pp. $70. ISBN 0813921201.
Contains Madison's correspondence during a five-month
period when he was Secretary of State. Displays a broad
overview of not only the diplomatic, but also the social
and commercial life of the early republic.

MANSFIELD, KATHERINE. The Katherine Mansfield
Notebooks. Edited by Margaret Scott. Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 2002. 712 pp. $64.95.
ISBN 0816642354. The first unexpurgated edition of
Mansfield's private writings, including diary entries,
drafts of letters, introspective notes jotted on scraps of
paper, unfinished stories, half-plotted novels, poems,
recipes, and shopping lists.

MARSHALL, THURGOOD. Supreme Justice: Speeches
and Writings, Thurgood Marshall. Edited by J. Clay
Smith Jr. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2002. 384 pp. $39.95. ISBN 0812236904.
Collection of speeches which present a less formal picture
of Marshall and which enhance the understanding of his
experiences in law and social conflicts.

MCPHEETERS, WILLIAM M. I Acted from Principle:
The Civil War Diary of Dr. William M. McPheeters,
Confederate Surgeon in the Trans-Mississippi. Edited by
Cynthia DeHaven Pitcock and Bill J. Gurley.
Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2002. 304
pp. $34.95. ISBN 1557287252. Contains the first known
daily account by a Confederate medical officer in the
Trans-Mississippi Department. Also contains his wife's
story of harassment by federal military officials.

OPDYCKE, EMERSON. To Battle for God and the
Right: The Civil War Letterbooks of Emerson Opdycke.
Edited by Glenn V. Longacre and John E. Haas.
Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2002. 352
pp. $34.95. ISBN 0252027744. Letters of a lieutenant in
the Ohio infantry to his wife which reveal his opinions of
combat strategies and high-ranking officers and his disdain for military ineptitude.

PEIRCE, TAYLOR AND CATHARINE. Dear
Catharine, Dear Taylor: The Civil War Letters of a Union
Soldier and His Wife. Edited by Richard L. Kiper.

Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2002. 424 pp.
$34.95. ISBN 070061205X. Letters of a soldier trying to
do his patriotic and familial duty, and of his wife trying
to cope with loneliness and responsibility while longing
for her husband's safe return. Tells of camp life and battles, as well as life on the homefront.

PICKENS, LUCY HOLCOMBE. The Free Flag of
Cuba: The Lost Novel of Lucy Holcombe Pickens. Edited
by Orville Vernon Burton and Georganne B. Burton.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002.
240 pp. $59.95. ISBN 0807128317. The author was the
wife of South Carolina secessionist governor Francis W.
Pickens and was known as the "Queen of the
Confederacy." Written in 1854, her novel is a romanticized account of the filibustering expedition to Cuba by
Narciso Lopez and is a plea for United States support for
Cuban independence from Spain.

POETRY. Rendezvous with Death: American Poems of the
Great War. Edited by Mark W. Van Wienen.
Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2002. 368
pp. $44.95. ISBN 0252027442. Collects an unprecedented range of American poetic responses to World War I,
including poetry published in magazines, labor journals,
mainstream newspapers, and wartime anthologies.
Includes works by well-known poets along with lesserknown, but nevertheless widely read, American combatants, civilians, and women.

RICKETTS, EDWARD F. Renaissance Man of Cannery
Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts. Edited
by Katharine A. Rodger. Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2002. 320 pp. $39.95. ISBN
0817311726. Contains 134 previously unpublished letters
that document the broad range of the marine biologist's
interests and accomplishments during the last twelve
years of his life. Ricketts is best known as the inspiration
for John Steinbeck's most empathetic literary characters.

ROOSEVELT, ELEANOR. Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: Letters
from Children of the Great Depression. Edited by Robert
Cohen. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2002. 280 pp. $29.95. ISBN 0807854131.
Contains nearly 200 letters written to Eleanor. Roosevelt
by poor teens and children between 1933 and 1941,
describing their problems and requesting her help.
Describes what it was like to be needy and young during
the DepreSSion.

SANGER, MARGARET. The Selected Papers of
Margaret Sanger, Vol. 1: The Woman Rebel, 1900-1928.
Edited by Esther Katz. Champaign: University of
Illinois Press, 2002. 640 pp. $65. ISBN 025202737X.
Includes letters, diaries, journals, articles, and speeches
of the birth control crusader, feminist, and reformer.
Covers the period from her nurse's training and early
socialist involvement to her adoption of birth control as a
fundamental tenet of women's rights.

SHAW, BERNARD AND SIDNEY AND BEATRICE
WEBB. Bernard Shaw and the Webbs (Selected
Correspondence of Bernard Shaw, 5). Edited by Alex C.
Michalos and Deborah C. Poff. Toronto: University
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of Toronto Press, 2002. 600 pp. $65. ISBN
080204123X. Collection of correspondence documents
the friendship and collaboration between Shaw and
Sidney and Beatrice Webb, during the years 1883 to
1946. Discusses Shaw as a political activist.

STEELE, OWEN WILLIAM. Lieutenant Owen William
Steele of the Newfoundland Regiment. Edited by David
R. Facey-Crowther. Montreal: McGill-Queen's
University Press, 2002. 304 pp. $34.95. ISBN
0773524282. A history of the World War I experiences of
the Newfoundland Regiment through Steele's diary and
letters.

STILWELL, WILLIAM ROSS. The Stilwell Letters: A

Georgian in Longstreet's Corps, Army of Northern
Virginia. Edited by Ronald Moseley. Macon: Mercer
University Press, 2002. 416 pp. $35. ISBN 0865548072.
Letters of gifted prose by a young Georgian soldier in
Longstreet's Corps .

SUTTER FAMILY. The Sutter Family and the Origins of
Gold-Rush Sacramento. Edited by Allan R. Ottley.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2002. 176 pp.
$17.95. ISBN 0806134933. Contains statement written by
John A. Sutter Jr., describing how he and his father were
swindled amidst the dirty deals of the first great gold rush
in the western United States.

THOMPSON, GEORGE. Venus in Boston and Other
Tales of Nineteenth-Century Life. Edited by David S.
Reynolds and Kimberly R. Gladman. Amherst:
University of Massachusetts Press, 2002. 448 pp. $70.
ISBN 1558493255. Reprints for the first time since the
1850s three short works by Thompson, one of antebellum
America's most successful and prolific authors of sensational fiction. His writing blends entertainment and social
protest, combining commentary on such issues as urbanization, poverty, race, and class with some of the era's
most shocking depictions of sex and violence.

ings composed by Truman between 1934 and 1972.
Touches on details in Truman's life from his boyhood
days to the vice presidency.

TWAIN, MARK. Mark Twain's Letters, Vol. 6,
1874-1875. Edited by Michael B. Frank and Harriet
Elinor Smith. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2002. 950 pp. $85. ISBN 0520237722. Contains
348 letters, many never before published, that encompass
one of Twain's most productive and rewarding periods as
author, husband, father, and man of property.

UNITED STATES. The American Republic: Primary
Sources. Edited by Bruce Frohnen. Indianapolis:
Liberty Fund, 2002. 709 pp. $25. ISBN 0865973326.
Compendium of archival writings directly pertaining to
the history of America, stretching from over a century
before the Revolutionary War to shortly before the Civil
War. Illustrates major philosophical, cultural, and policy
positions at issue during crucial eras of American development.

USK, THOMAS. Thomas Usk's Testament of Love: A
Critical Edition. Edited by Gary W. Shawver. Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 2002. 592 pp. $125. ISBN
0802054714. Usk, a contemporary of Chaucer, was a figure of political and literary importance who became
involved in the tempestuous politics of late fourteenthcentury London.

WASHINGTON, GEORGE. The Papers of George

Washington.
Presidential
Series.
Volume
10:
March-August 1792. Edited by Philander D. Chase,
Beverly H. Runge, and Frank E. Grizzard.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2002.
736 pp. $70. ISBN 0813921015. Presents the public
papers written by or sent to Washington in the spring and
summer of 1792 when he was busy dealing with a host of
foreign and domestic issues, including the first use of the
presidential veto of the congressional Apportionment
Act.

THOREAU, HENRY DAVID. The Writings of Henry D.
Thoreau: Journal, Volume 8: 1854. Edited by Sandra
Harbert Petrulionis. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 2002. 507 pp. $65. ISBN 0691065411. Volume
reveals Thoreau as an increasingly confident taxonomist
creating lists that distill his observations about plant leafing and seasonal birds. Two significant events took place
in 1854, the publication of Walden and his appearance for
the first time in the company of prominent abolitionists.

TILL, EMMETT. The Lynching of Emmett Till: A
Documentary Narrative. Edited by Christopher
Metress. Charlottesville: University of Virginia
Press, 2002. 384 pp. $59.50. ISBN 081392121X. Using
more than 100 documents covering nearly fifty years, collection tells the story of a fourteen-year-old boy lynched
in Mississippi in 1955. Includes news accounts, investigative journalism, memoirs, poetry, and fiction.

TRUMAN, HARRY. The Autobiography of Harry S.
Truman. Edited by Robert H. Ferrell. Columbia:
University of Missouri Press, 2002. 160 pp. $14.95.
ISBN 0826214452. Compilation of autobiographical writ-
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REPORT

ADE Annual Meeting
Washington D.C., 1-3 November 2002
Special Open Conference: Looking Forward
1 November 2002
Reported by Elizabeth Dow

I

n ligh~ of the impending completion of many of the
flagshIp documentary and textual editing projects, the
leadership of the Association for Documentary
Editing (ADE) called a special half-day conference to discuss
the opportunities and challenges associated with these projects' closing. After a greeting by President MaryJo Kline and
a brief scene-setting address by Charles Cullen, the program
consisted of three segments. Each segment had two speakers
charged with delivering brief, thought-provoking observations on the topics of "Reaching New Audiences," "Using
New Media," and "Setting the Agenda" to inspire reactions
from attendees.

Opening Remarks
Charles Cullen, Director of the Newberry Library in
Chicago and a commissioner on the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), used the
themes of Treasury, Technique, Technology, and Time (with
nods to teamwork, trials, and tribulations) to frame his
remarks.
Time and Treasury: Cullen recounted a history of the
development of modern documentary and textual editing,
noting particularly that the first of the modern editors,Julian
Boyd, a Princeton librarian, had hard-money support for his
project by virtue of his recognized institutional status, as did
most of the projects begun in the middle of the twentieth century. As the century drew to its end, however, more and
more projects depended on soft money, much of it from government agencies. Now only eight of the first twenty-five
projects funded by the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and NHPRC remain active, and they
will conclude soon, freeing money for use in as yet undetermined ways.
Technique and Technology: Cullen traced the maturation
of the profession through the emergence of standards for best
practices in the 1970s and computerization of the publication
process over the past twenty years. He noted the profession's
currently growing awareness of the potential value of the
Web as a medium for dissemination, even in the face of the
Web's relative immaturity and instability.
That brought him back to Time, and he raised the point

of the conference: where do editors go from here-what
should they do, and what should they plan for?

Reaching New Audiences
Beth Luey (ADE President-elect) observed that today editors can deduce from publishing market numbers that documentary editions have an audience outside the academic
world. Sales figures show an appetite for editions based on a
narrative or theme-editions that tell a story of one or many
people, of the famous or obscure. If, she claimed, the story
makes gripping reading, people will read it. She pointed to
broad-ranging collections based on a single subject or era
that have found market success, as well as abridgments of
larger editorial projects. She also noted that highly successful
popularizers of history like Stephen Ambrose and David
McCullough have credited documentary editions as invaluable for their work.
Given that success, however, she noted three issues and
questions:
None of the above can happen before the documentary
editor has done the work. Does that mean that projects
should factor a shorter, more popular work, into project
plans?
Who should put together these popular editions? Should
editing projects use their time and treasure? In the case of a
shorter work which uses documents from many projects,
who should pull them together and who should pay for the
work?
If done well, these shorter works require a repetition of
the whole editing process, from selection to indexing, with a
new set of readers in mind; editors cannot instantly extract
these works from extant volumes. Where will they fmd the
treasure to do that work? Should funding agencies shift their
focus to fund it?
Carol Faulkner (SUNY Geneseo) related her use of primary materials on the Web in her American history classes.
After observing that her students find primary documents
fun to work with and she finds them full of value as teaching
tools, she asserted that "short editions for classroom use are
attractive to publishers." She urged editors who would do
short volumes to find out what subjects or themes have
appeal to either surveyor specialized classes. She too raised
the issue of whether the original documentary editors should
edit the popular version. After praising the value of Web-

Documentary Editing

24(4) December 2002

99

based editions, she acknowledged that mounting a collection
raises fundamental and complicated questions of framing the
collection-by theme, chronology, personality, etc.
Comments from the participants immediately picked up
on the thread of the value of popular editions and raised
issues associated with it. Esther Katz (Margaret Sanger
Papers) expressed her frustration at publishers' unwillingness
to gamble on a new version of old material. Allida Black
(Eleanor Roosevelt Papers) encouraged projects to develop
curriculum support materials which can serve to sell the idea
of a school-friendly small edition. She suggested selling
smaller editions the way you sell a trade book. Cathy Moran
Hajo (Margaret Sanger Papers) observed that a simple sheet
of curriculum ideas they developed for their web site had
sparked a lot of interest. Paul Israel (Thomas Edison Papers)
suggested editors reach out specifically to teachers of courses
that could easily incorporate project materials and work with
them to develop thematic packages for use in the classroom.
Going back to Cullen's "T" themes, Beth Luey observed that
teamwork could mean working with teachers to create collections they want and working with publishers to provide
what they want to publish.
Leslie Rowland (Freedmen and Southern SOciety Project)
suggested a grant-funded program to bring teachers into editing projects. Teachers could educate editors through suggestions to make the projects' work more useful in the
classroom. Editors would provide teachers a more personal
understanding of the work of editors and the treasures available through editions. Paul Israel observed that New Jersey
already has such an initiative called "Electronic New Jersey"
to put the history of New Jersey online. Doug Arnold (NEH)
indicated that the NEH has programs that could fund the
ideas raised in the meeting. Beth Witherell (Writings of
Henry D. Thoreau) suggested a session with educators at
next year's meeting.

Using New Media
Cathy Moran Hajo observed that the Web erases many of
the physical constraints of space imposed on printed volumes. She also pointed out that whether aiming for print or
electronic publication, the role of the editor doesn't changeprOviding documents for the reader in as complete and accurate a way as possible. With that in mind, she suggested a
number of hyperlinked and multimedia enhancements editors can provide on the Web, but also noted that the fixed
sequence of materials a book imposes on materials and the
use of page numbers for indeXing concepts disappears on the
Web, causing navigation and intellectual access problems.
She then acknowledged that disciplines outside documentary
editing offer insight into solutions to these problems.
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Hajo then recounted the basic standards developed by
the ADE's Committee on Electronic Standards (CES) and
the results of a survey of Web-published historical documents
CES made. She reported that those sites not originating from
the documentary editing community generally failed miserably to meet the most basic standards of accuracy, conceptualization, and openness about the process that created the
site. She concluded that the challenge lies in educating users
to evaluate their sources and in developing "partnerships
with those libraries and archives that are already mounting
historical and literary materials on-line, to work together creating a future where the quality of the texts is the measure of
the quality of the website."
Ken Price (Walt Whitman Papers) observed that digital
projects have blurred the roles of scholars, graduate students,
librarians, editors, and publishers. He noted that editors still
have the complexity of the raw materials to work with, and
that they must now also deal effectively with rapidly changing hardware and software in "a time of great uncertainty
about roles-about who is to do what-and even about the
appropriate scope of scholarly editions." As editors start
building new collaborations that will lead to more accurate
scholarly editions in the new media, Price urged them to
remember that such projects remain fundamentally experimental. He urged that editors document themselves "relentlessly, to explain what we're attempting and why."
Comments from the participants immediately supported
the suggestion to reach out to other professions. Elizabeth
Dow (School of Ubrary and Information Science, LSU)
encouraged editors to contact archives educators and ask
them to include an awareness of documentary editing in
their basic classes. Peter Wosh (NYU) seconded that position.
Arnita Jones (American Historical Association) pointed out
that the History Cooperative wants to put primary materials
online and encouraged editors to talk to them. David
Nicholls (Modem Language Association Center on Scholarly
Editions) observed that the TEl Consortium has a book on
textual standards under way that should provide guidancedue late 2004.
Charles Cullen observed that if editors don't do this
work, others-less qualified-will. Ted Crackel (War
Department Papers) observed that image editions exist and
need standards to guide their creation. Cathy Hajo agreed.
Ann Gordon (Stanton-Anthony Papers) observed that a
few years ago it seemed that the NHPRC would support
electronic editions for exactly the reason that Cullen had put
forth. She has found that commercial publishers wooing a
project appear seductive because of their money, but that
they balk at supporting the standards editors set, even after
they recognize them.

Esther Katz wondered what editors could do to vet the
materials already on the Web. Bob Rosenberg (formerly of
the Thomas Edison Papers) opined that Katz had suggested
an impossible project. He expects to see aggregations of
good sites develop and the public sorting through the good
and bad for themselves. Beth Witherell recalled a recent
piece in the New York Times [Markoff, John. "Business; A New
Company Tries to Sort the Web's Chaos." 27 Oct. 2002, sec.
3: 4.] describing a project to organize the Web. Bob
Rosenberg observed that the project Witherell had mentioned depends on metadata. He then raised the question of
whether editors should become very sophisticated about
search engine algorithms and skew project presentations to
appeal to them. He observed that people want accurate and
authentic information, and editors must figure out how to get
it to them.
Cathy Hajo argued that editors must educate students
and readers about what's good and should also actively challenge the "publishers" of bad stuff. She further suggested that
ADE might develop a section on its web site specifically for
teachers and students, including the ADE standards, with
information on evaluating published historical documents.
John Sears (Eleanor Roosevelt Papers) supported the
notion of opening a greater dialog with teachers in response
to a growing number of state standards requiring students to
use primary documents. He suggested editors should teach
teachers to evaluate the primary documents they find on the
Web.
MaryJo Kline Oohn Jay Papers) observed that editors
and librarians have dealt with lots of bad stuff in the past. She
urged that editors keep their focus on what they do-publish
documentary editions. She observed that the only thing new
about the new technology is the new technology. It causes
editors to do what presses used to do in terms of markup, but
she expressed the faith that the profession will figure out how
to work with that.
Esther Katz recounted having tried to do an edition about
Sanger, not of Sanger, and the opposition the idea met. She
observed that editors still need to figure out how to sell what
they're doing and to keep doing it to show that humanities
matter.
Beth Luey observed that after 9/11/01, people turned to
the humanities to find comfort and insight. She suggested
that the editors' agenda for the twenty-first century should be
to stay put and continue to do what they do well.

provides the project with secure funding and planning support, and the project provides the foundation with both
scholarly credibility and scholarship to apply to other aspects
of its work. But the foundation expects the editors to greet
visitors when needed. Their project does not work in the relative obscurity of most projects, and they find themselves
educating not only visitors about what they do, but also staff
of the larger foundation. Further, as the fortunes of the foundation rise and fall with the stock market, to some degree
their security follows.
Joel Myerson (Ralph Waldo Emerson Papers) added the
"T" for Trouble. He asserted that "editors are under siege as
never before" citing the loss of funding by historically supportive government agencies, loss of interest by university
presses, and the loss of status as the humanities become marginalized in the corporatization of the university where sciences act as the cash cow. He further observed that today
editors work in an era when the "national political administration ... believes that culture and knowledge are dangerous." He advised that editors need to rethink editing. "Most
of the talk today has been about delivery systems" as editors
do less editing and more work for the technology.
Comments from the participants came more slowly than
they had for the previous two topics. Allida Black asserted
that if editors think the agenda has been taken from them,
they must take it back. She proposed promoting messages
from project texts which relate to issues of the day. Carolyn
Howe (Abbey Kelly Foster) questioned how to convince funders that humanities matter, and as an obvious population
suggested people who work in education.
Beth Witherell argued that editors are actually sticking to
the agenda by doing their editorial work. Though they do
understand the contextual threat to their work, editors just
keep at it.
Charlene Bickford (Papers of the First Federal Congress)
suggested editors needed to reach out to archivists and seek
more visibility by working with groups supporting federal
agencies. She encouraged active lobbying on Jefferson Day
and making presentations of works to congressional delegations.JessicaJones (National Humanities Alliance) ended the
comments and the morning's gathering with an announcement of a two-day Jefferson Day series of workshops of
demonstrations and training in lobbying for the humanities
and encouraged editors to get involved.

Setting the Agenda
Sue Perdue Oefferson Papers-Retirement Series) focused
on aspects of working on a project funded by a foundationthe Jefferson Foundation. She observed that the foundation
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Annual Meeting Session Summaries
Compiled by Editorial Staff
1 November 2002
Lunch
Henry Wiencek (Virginia Foundation for the
Humanities), author of The Hairstons: An American Family in
Black and White, described how documentary editions and
archival collections had been essential to him in writing that
book and in his current project, a biography of George
Washington. He also thanked editors for the help that they
had personally provided in his research.

publishing and the use of creative partnerships to translate
those visions into reality.
Greg Britton in "Defining Success in Scholarly
Publishing" noted that there is a broader audience for documentary editions than the traditionally narrow group of academics. Colleges and secondary schools use editions in
teaching and public figures rely on them to better understand
historical documents such as the Constitution.
In discussing "The Electronic Publishing Petri Dish,"
Mick Gusinde-Duffy made a case for electronic publishing.
Such experimental ventures as the University of Virginia
Press, Electronic Imprints, are largely grant-funded, which

Opening Session (Mount Vernon): Editions at Work

makes it imperative to figure the costs of electronic publish-

Philander D. Chase, Papers of George Washington, Chair;

ing not only for the recovery of expenses but also to be able
to make realistic projections for the cost of future endeavors.

William L. Beiswanger, ThomasJefferson Foundation; Travis
McDonald, Poplar Forest; Dennis Pogue, Historic Mount
Vernon.
William Beiswanger discussed the restoration of the gardens at Monticello and noted the differences between idea,
intention, and reality. Although very few structures remain in
the garden, notes, often conflicting, exist as to how it should
be laid out. The choice as to which notes to use for recreation
and restoration of the gardens depends on precendence.
Travis McDonald described the restoration of Poplar
Forest,Jefferson's retirement home, and the use of objects as
documentary, physical, and prototypical evidence in recreating the structure. Even with physical evidence, intent cannot
always be determined.
Dennis Pogue discussed the farm at Mount Vernon which
is considered a working or authentic farm complex. The
polyangle-sided shape of the bam was determined by using
archeological findings from the original site.

2 November 2002
ADE Breakfast. See Bruce Cole's Address (p. 89)

MichaelJensen in "Open Access Models: Succeeding by
Giving Away the Store" commented on the role of umbrella
organizations, like the National Academy, in undertaking
very specialized forms of publishing, thereby setting certain
standards of procedure, performance, production, and dissemination.

Resources for the Future
Catherine Kunce, University of Denver; Allida Black,
Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, George Washington University;
John Kaminski, Documentary History of the Ratification of
the Constitution, University of Wisconsin-Madison; Roger
Bruns, NHPRC.
Allida Black spoke of "Becoming a Venture Capitalist for
Eleanor." She described her constant efforts at fundraising
for the project, paired with ways for teaching the broad public what a documentary edition is, which includes showing a
wide range of people how to use books and access materials
of compelling interests to them.
John Kaminski also discussed the need for continuous
fundraising (even in retirement homes) in '''The Want of

Going Public: Three Publishers on the Edition

Money Cramps Every Effort': Funding a Long-term Project."

Kenneth Price, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Chair; Greg
Britton, Minnesota Historical SOciety Press; Mick Gusinde-

Ongoing projects best explore all kinds of fundraising opportunities, which means in most instances close cooperation

Duffy, Electronic Imprint (EI), University Press of Virginia;

and coordination with the development officers at the home
institution and devising creative ways for fmding friends and

MichaelJensen, National Academy Press.
The session was a lively demonstration of current fluidity
in the field of publishing, ranging from experiments with
great potential for capturing new and wider audiences to necessary accommodation in a difficult and unstable market.
The three presenters each called for compelling visions in
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transforming them from potential into active supporters.
Roger Bruns made a case in his talk, "In Search of the
Fountain of Funding," that fundraising starts with research
and suggested that the ADE could act as a clearinghouse for
fundraising for scholarly editions-a suggestion, involving

questions on the use and usefulness of partnerships, that

tions related to the shelf life of editions, how much explica-

engendered considerable debate.

tion is really needed, and the cultural differences that exist
which affect annotation. West pointed out that notes do not

Blazing Trails: Scholarship beyond the Edition by
Editors

create narrative.

Conrad E. Wright, Massachusetts Historical Society, Chair;

Busin~ Meeting. See ''Busin~ Meeting Minutes"

(p. 107).

Charles F. Hobson, John Marshall Papers; William M.
Ferraro, Ulysses S. Grant Association; Carol DeBoerLangworthy, Brown University.
In his talk, "Is That Footnote the Whole Story? Lauretta
Hitchcock, Salmon P. Chase's Classmate and Youthful Love,
Becomes Lauretta Hitchcock Jenney (1808-33)," William
Ferraro discussed some of the challenges that face documen-

3 November 2002
The Written and the Spoken
Donald Ritchie, Senate Historical Office, Chair; Susan E.
Gray, Arizona State University; Susan Englander, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Papers Project, Stanford University.
In "North Country Stories: Written and Oral Texts of a

tary editors who want to pursue questions of scholarly interest that fall outside of the parameters of the editorial projects
on which they serve as full-time staff members.

Family History," Susan Gray focused on thematic issues that
had grown out of an editing project. Arguing that place is
text and lived experience, her tale of missionaries and

Charles Hobson in "The Editor as Scholar: In and
Beyond the Edition" made a case for emphasizing the role of
documentary editor as expert and scholar. Such scholars

Indians in northern Michigan began in the nineteenth century with a set of husband and wife diaries. In the third generation, written texts gave way to conversations with and

undertake work "external" to the more narrowly focused editions and contribute importantly to the mission of the project. This redefinition of the scholar and editor role calls for

among descendants with varied narratives of self and place.
Susan Englander, filling in on short notice for Clayborne
Carson, used the example of the earliest extant audiotape of

salaries at levels that allow for such independent research.
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy described her research into
the background of the subject of a memoir recorded in the

a sermon of Martin Luther KingJr. (1954) to discuss the challenges of editing the spoken word. Since sermons-spoken
words-are central to King's message, she concluded her

early part of the twentieth century in "Reprinting HARRY:
Added Value in an Editing Project." She argued that her specific experience as editor and researcher allowed her to write

presentation "Editing the Recordings of Martin Luther King
Jr.," with excerpts from the original tape recording.

a monographic historical narrative that posed new questions
and that reached a broad audience.

The Past is Prologue

Annotators' Tales

Editions Partnership, University of South Carolina at
Columbia; Daun van Ee, Manuscript Division, Library of

Barbara Oberg, Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Princeton
University, Chair; Ann Gordon, Stanton/Anthony Papers,
Rutgers University;James L. W. West III, Pennsylvania State
University.
In "Is There a Story in those Notes?" Ann Gordon discussed the dichotomy of restraint and superficiality in using
historical research in annotation. Annotation can change the

Ray Smock, Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies,
Chair; David R. Chesnutt, Papers of Henry Laurens/Model

Congress.
David Chesnutt described the final months of the
Laurens project in "Winding Down: The Final Challenge."
He noted problems such as the departure and retooling of
key staff, the difficulty in finding funding to complete the
cumulative index, and making arrangements for the archiv-

way things are written and fill in the gaps created by selection of documents. The editor's goal should always be to preserve narrative while deciding whether to look outside the

ing of conventional and electronic project materials.

text and let other voices speak.
James West asked, "Annotating for Whom?-and for How
Long?" He spoke about the issue of names in documents,
how many to identify and at what length, and posed ques-

Conclusion of the Eisenhower Papers." In this tale of wrap-

Daun van Ee discussed the ending of a different project
in "Our Revels Now Are Ended: The Not-So-Tempestuous
ping up, the emphasis was on difficulties tied to imposed
tight deadlines and complicated contractual arrangements
with supporting institutions and organizations.
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AWARDS

Service with a Smile
Beth Luey
y husband is kind and honest. When these two
traits conflict, he usually chooses honesty. Thus,
when I told him I had been nominated to
become president of the ADE he said, "Congratulations!
That's great! But, er, could you explain just once more why
exactly someone who isn't a documentary editor should be
president of the Association for Documentary Editing?" I
couldn't answer for the nominating committee or the voting
members, but I could easily answer for myself: There is no
better group of people to work for.
When you work on an ADE committee or project, you
don't feel like the little red hen. All ADE projects are important to the members, and people are willing to commit their
time and effort. A no is always accompanied by an apology,
and a yes means the work will get done with little fuss or
complaint. In fact, the only real complaint I've ever heard is
that the committee wasn't given enough to do.
In the AD E, there is always someone who is working
harder or has worked longer at this than you have. How
many federal budget crises has Charlene Bickford shepherded us through? How many NHPRC meetings has
Charles Cullen attended? How many sessions of Camp Edit
have Michael Stevens and John Kaminski preSided over?
Serving on a committee, editing a journal, or planning a
meeting pales in comparison.
ADE members don't whine. Perhaps because everyone
works very hard, with unpredictable and barely adequate
funding, no one feels the need to mention all of that. Some
years things are pretty good, and some years they are pretty
bad. The work gets done in good times and bad. That's taken
as read.
ADE members are not egotistical. Look at the directory
and the name badges at meetings. They note the name and
the project, but not the person's title. The badge wearer may
be the director or a part-time graduate assistant. The title isn't

Beth Luey is the director of the Scholary Publishing Program
at Arizona State University and current president of the ADE.
At the request of the editor, Luey wrote this article on service
within the ADE.
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important; the work is important. Other groups stick ribbons
on badges to indicate officers and committee members. The
only people the ADE distinguishes are the former presidents-the dinosaurs. Status isn't important; completed service is.
Not that service for the ADE is every truly completed.
The ADE was strongly influenced (probably subconsciously)
by Maria Montessori. When a child in a Montessori school
completes a math unit, the reward is the opportunity to do
another math unit. In the ADE, completing a term on one
committee means being asked to serve on another. Serving
on committees may lead to a Council nomination. Serving as
a councillor may mean nomination as an officer. And once
you're a dinosaur, you're a candidate for all kinds of special
opportunities.
ADE members are deeply, Sincerely dedicated to their
projects, and they deserve whatever help the association can
provide. How many academics work for a year or two without pay to keep their projects going? Take pay cuts to avoid
losing staff? Take out second mortgages to make project ends
meet? Compared to that, a few hours a week to make the
annual meeting a success, put together a brochure, or do a
survey is not much of a sacrifice.
The work our members do is important, and there is no
one else to defend and support it. All of us receive pleas for
funds and time from organizations whose work is as important as that of the ADE-feeding the hungry, housing the
homeless, curing diseases, and so forth. Those are causes
everyone can and should support. But while everyone understands the importance of giving blood or donating to the
food bank, few people know how important a good edition
is. Those of us who appreciate the work need to support it.
ADE members-like my husband-are kind and honest.
They are generous with their time and always willing to help
with professional or personal advice. They critique one
another's proposals, even though they are all competing for
the same scarce funds. Their congratulations are sincere. I
remember a discussion about whether Documentary Editing
should list the recipients of NEH and NHPRC grants. An
editor whose project had been funded suggested that we not

publish the lists because it might make the people who hadn't gotten grants feel bad. Where else would you hear that?
(We decided to print the lists to publicize the good work of
the NEH and NHPRC.)

Distinguished Service Award
presented to Mark Mastromarino
by Beth Luey

That is why, when the ADE asks me to do something, I
can't say no. It is an honor to be asked, and a pleasure to

I am delighted to present Mark Mastromarino with the
ADE's Distinguished Service Award. Mark was the

serve.

author! compiler of the Recent Editions feature

in

Documentary Editing for four years. He has recently
become the book review editor, a new position that
Marianne Wokeck has created. It was my great pleasure to
work with Mark on the journal. He expanded Recent
Editions in both length and scope, voluntarily took on more
work, and invariably sent flawless copy on time. He brought
to readers' attention numerous editions that might otherwise
have escaped notice, and some of his selections were subsequently reviewed in the journal. His hard work and efficiency are especially noteworthy because for six months of
his term, Mark was writing his dissertation, now successfully
completed and defended. He nevertheless offered to stay on,
providing slightly briefer deSCriptions but still extensive
selections, accurate information, and flawless prose. It is my
pleasure to honor Dr. Mastromarino.

Beth Luey receives her Distinguised Service Award from
Beverly Palmer

Photograph courtesy of Sharon Ritenour Stevens

Description of Awards
Distinguished Service Awards are presented to
individuals or projects which have made a significant
contribution to furthering the aims of the Association
for Documentary Editing.
Since 1985, the Lyman H. Butterfield Award has
been presented annually to an individual, project, or
institution for recent contributions in the areas of documentary publication, teaching, and service. The
award is granted in memoriam of Lyman Henry
Butterfield, whose editing career included contributions to The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, the editing of
the Adams Family Papers, and publishing The Letters
of Benjamin Rush.

Mark Mastromarino receives ADE's Distinguished Service Award
from Beth Luey

Photograph courtesy of Sharon Ritenour Stevens

Visit the ADE web site for further information.
http: // etext.lib. virginia.edu/ ade/index.html
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Lyman H. Butterfield Award
presented to C.Jal1les '31m" Taylor
by Helen Deese
The Association for Documentary Editing takes great pleasure in announcing that this year's recipient of the Butterfield
Award given annually by the Association for recent contributions in the areas of documentary publication, teaching,
and service, is C.James Taylor. It seems singularly appropriate thatJim receive the award this year since he has just completed the final volume of the Henry Laurens Papers,
published by the University of South Carolina Press. Jim
worked for over twenty years at the project, first as an
NHPRC fellow from 1979 to 1980, then as assistant and associate editor, and, since 1986, as co-editor and de facto project director. This year him has assumed the post of editor in
chief of the Adams Papers at the Massachusetts Historical
Society, and now occupies the same office where Lyman
Butterfield toiled over the editing of the Adams family correspondence nearly fifty years ago. That Jim was selected
after a nationwide search to lead this significant Founding

Fathers project reaffirms his leadership and scholarly
strengths. No less important than his more public contributions to historical editing has been his often unsung but labor
intensive activities in teaching historical editing in the
University of South Carolina's applied history program, participating as a resident faculty advisor at NHPRC's Camp
Edit, serving on numerous ADE committees over the years
-education, publication, nominating, local arrangement, and
program committees-and editing the Association's scholarly
journal, Documentary Editing, from 1993 to 1997. He has been
an active scholar at USC, as a teacher and as the author of
book reviews, and other scholarly work and, as his letters of
nomination attest, has played an outstanding role as a mentor to many young scholars. It is therefore with particular
pleasure that the Association awards the 2002 Lyman
Butterfield Award to Jim Taylor.

Helen Deese presents the Butterfield Award to C.Jarnes 'Jim" Taylor

Photograph courtesy of Sharon Ritenour Stevens
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Minutes of the ADE Annual Business Meeting
Hotel Washington, Washington, D.C., 2 November 2002
President Mary:Jo Kline called the meeting to order at
4:30 P.M.
The minutes of the 2001 annual business meeting were
approved.
The president extended thanks to contributors to the
annual meeting, including the Mount Vernon Ladies'
Association, the Public History Program at Arizona State
University, the Colonial Dames of America (Chapter III),
the George Washington University, The Supreme Court
Historical SOciety, and individual contributors including
Charlene Bickford, Allida Black, Kenneth Bowling, Roger
Bruns, Philander Chase, David Chesnutt, Timothy Connelly,
Dennis Conrad, Kathleen Dorman, Mary Giunta, Ronald
Hoffman, Maeva Marcus, Leslie Rowland, Ray Smock, and
Daun van Ee.
Thanks were also extended to Frank Grizzard, the
Association's webmaster, for maintaining the website and
particularly for making the annual meeting registration form
available online; to the Committee on Electronic Standards,
which has completed its survey and will report the results in
Documentary Editing, to Charlene Bickford, chair of the
Federal Policy Committee, and Charles Cullen, ADE representative to the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission; and to Beverly Wilson Palmer and the Travel
Funds Committee, which was formed and completed its
work in the course of the past year. The president also
expressed appreciation to outgoing council members Tom
Mason and Joseph McElrath and extended a welcome to
Ronald Bosco and Sharon Ritenour Stevens as they join the
council. Finally, the president thanked the Local
Arrangements Committee (Charlene Bickford and Leslie
Rowland, co-chairs, Dennis Conrad, Kathleen Dorman,
Mary Giunta, and Robert Karachuk) and the Program
Committee (Beth Luey, chair, Catherine Kunce, Elaine
Pascu, Kenneth Price, and Michael Stevens) for their splendid work.

Secretary's Report
To the list of contributors deserving thanks, Secretary
James McClure added the 2001 Local Arrangements
Committee, for the ADE emblem stickers used on this year's
registration folders, and the Thomas A. Edison Papers and
the Historical Publications Branch of the Naval Historical
Center, both of which loaned audio-visual equipment for the

meeting.
Members cast 106 ballots in this year's election, with the
following results: Esther Katz, president-elect; Gary E.
Moulton, treasurer; James P. McClure, secretary; Beverly
Wilson Palmer, director of publications; Sharon Ritenour
Stevens, councillor-at-Iarge (one year); and Ronald A. Bosco,
councillor-at-Iarge (three-year term). The 2002-03
Nominating Committee selected by ballot will consist of
Celeste Walker, chair; Lynda L. Crist; Joel Myerson; Susan
Holbrook Perdue; and John Y. Simon. Noting that current
membership, including new members who joined at this
annual meeting, stands at 426, which is a slight decline from
last year, the secretary encouraged everyone to work at
recruiting new members and keeping members in the organization. Twenty-six new members joined since the last annual
meeting. The online directory, begun in 2002, includes
entries for 247 members.

Treasurer's Report
In the absence of Treasurer Gary Moulton, who was presenting a paper at another conference, William Ferraro presented the treasurer's report and proposed budget. The
meeting approved the budget proposed for the 2002-2003
AD E fiscal year.

Committee Reports
Charlene Bickford, chair of the Federal Policy
Committee, stated that she would not go into detail about
prospects for NEH and NHPRC funding, but instead took
note of concerns for funding at the state level. To address
those concerns the council will create a committee devoted
to state funding and policy matters.
The chair of the Publications Committee, Beverly Wilson
Palmer, noted that the transition of editorial offices of
Documentary Editing had gone very smoothly. Speaking also
as chair of the Travel Funds Committee, Beverly mentioned
that the committee was able to award travel assistance to several members this year and took note of the fact that the
budget for the coming year included $2,500 for travel grants.
Members interested in applying for travel grants should
watch for the committee's announcements next year.

Documentary Editing
Marianne Wokeck, editor of the journal, thanked former
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editor Beth Luey and Hennan Saatkamp, dean of the School
of Liberal Arts at Indiana University-Indianapolis, for their
assistance during the transfer of Documentary Editing to its
new location. She called attention to a sheet in the meeting
registration folders soliciting reviewers for the journal and
repeated her request of last year for anyone with submissions
or suggestions for the journal to contact her. The December
issue, she noted, would have infonnation about the 2003
annual meeting and would also include the text of NEH
Chainnan Bruce Cole's remarks at the ADE Breakfast earlier
in the day.

Future Meetings
Philander Chase, chair of the Meetings Committee,
expressed appreciation to Elizabeth Hall Witherell and
Charles Cullen for their work advancing plans for next year's
annual meeting to be held in Chicago. Details of the 2004
meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana, will come later. He stated
also that changing demographics among the ADE membership were having an effect on potential meeting sites, since it
was increasingly difficult to find cities with enough members
to fonn a local arrangements committee, and noted that it
might become necessary to explore other means of arranging
for an annual meeting. As always, the committee welcomes
suggestions of meeting sites and, particularly, volunteers to
host meetings.
Elizabeth Witherell reported on arrangements for the
meeting in Chicago, November 14-16, 2003, at the
Wyndham Hotel located a block from the Magnificent Mile.
Remarking on the number of cultural institutions and other
sites of interest in and around Chicago, she indicated that the
Local Arrangements Committee hoped to institute online
sign-up sheets so that ADE members can visit particular cultural institutions at the same time. Details about the meeting
will appear, as always, in Documentary Editing and on the
ADE website.

Other Business
In response to a query from Candace Falk, Mary:Jo Kline
said that the council would consider the suggestion made by
Roger Bruns, in a program session earlier in the day, that the
ADE become a fundraising entity for editorial projects.
Noting the death of E. James Ferguson, fonner editor of
the Papers of Robert Morris, Elizabeth Nuxoll commented
on his contributions to editorial scholarship and asked that a
fonnal resolution be transmitted to Ferguson's family. The
motion was seconded and approved.
Barbara Oberg commented on the accomplishments of
the recently deceased Edward C. Carter II, librarian of the
American Philosophical Society and an editor of the Papers
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of Benjamin Latrobe. Her motion for a memorial resolution
in Carter's behalf was seconded and approved.
The president adjourned the meeting at 5:00 PM.
-James P. McClure, AD E Secretary

2003 ADE Meeting
Next year's ADE meeting in Chicago will begin on
Friday afternoon, November 14, and end at noon on
Sunday, November 16. The meeting will be held in
downtown Chicago at the Wyndham Chicago, 633
North St. Clair Street, just a block east of the center of
Michigan Avenue's Magnificent Mile. Room rates will
be $109 for a single and $129 for a double, plus city
and state occupancy taxes; parking is $341 day. Shuttles
operate to and from Chicago's two major airports,
O'Hare and Midway; Chicago also has local and
national train service, an extensive bus system, and lots
of taxis.
Charles Cullen will host Friday night's reception at the
Newberry Library, which is located about a mile from
the Wyndham. Saturday's banquet, at the Wyndham,
will be catered by the staff of the hotel's excellent
restaurant, Cali terra.
Given the riches of the city, the local arrangements
committee has decided not to organize any formal
tours; instead we encourage members to form their
own groups for shows and museum visits. Chicago
Architecture Foundation docents lead excellent bus
and walking tours of historic buildings and local landmarks. Permanent Chicago attractions include the Art
Institute, the Terra Museum, the Museum of
Contemporary Art, the Chicago Historical Society, the
Museum of Science and Industry, the Field Museum,
Shedd Aquarium, Adler Planetarium, and Navy Pier,
among many others. To learn about and make reservations for shows and other activities that will be going
on at the time
of the meeting,
go
to
www.metromix.com or www.chicago.citysearch.com.
More information will be included in succeeding
announcements in Documentary Editing and on
SEDIT-L.
The local arrangements committee for 2003 is chaired
by Beth Witherell (witherell@niu.edu). Esther Katz
(esther.katz@nyu.edu) chairs the programcommittee.

AD E Treasurer's Report
Fiscal Year, 1 September 2001-31 August 2002
The finances of the Association for Documentary Editing are sound. There has been an increase in the general budget of
$7,401, a gain of 14 percent for the year, giving us unrestricted assets totaling $60,082. A portion of this increase is due to an
overage of $1,535 from the 2001 annual conference in Raleigh. Most of the increase, however, is due to the generous contributions of our members who renewed their memberships at higher levels or made contributions to the association. We can
thank our members for their generosity, which makes possible a sound financial situation. Moreover, in spite of the fact that the
association acquired less money during the fiscal year than budgeted as income, about $3,400 less, a number of expense budget
categories came in substantially under budget and helped offset a potential deficit.
The finances of the Association for Documentary Editing are secure. Our moneys are held in Wells Fargo bank, from which
we receive regular statements. The treasurer was able to carry on with the association's business even while spending six months
in Montana where Wells Fargo has a number of locations. The association's accounts have balanced perfectly with every statement during the present fiscal year. The accounting procedures are perfonned on the latest edition of Quicken and backed up
in two separate ways.
Let me make a few comments about future prospects for our finances. Presently a portion of our money is invested in a CD
account drawing 1.56 percent interest. When this CD matures in December, we are not likely to receive any better return on
our money. However, given our present adequate resources, the generous contributions of members, and the continued careful management of the funds, we should have no problem meeting our nonnal fmanciaI functions. The Boyd and Boydston
funds are also well-provided for and fully capable of paying the prizes under their respective award provisions.
Again, I'm happy to speak to the details of the report, either now or during the course of the conference.

-Gary Moulton, AD E Treasurer

ADE Treasurer's Report
Fiscal Year, September 1, 200l-August 31,2002

Income
Due
Contributions
Conferences
Documentary Editing
Book sales
Interest
Miscellaneous
Totals

2000-2001 actual
$ 9980
4,330
12,579
984
129
1,371
2,964
$ 32,337

2001-2002 budget
$ 12,500
1,000
12,500
1,000
250
1,200
250
$ 28,700

Documentary Editing

2001-2002 actual
$ 10,268
1,166
12,310
905
112
537
0
$ 25,298
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Expenses
Conferences
Documentary Editing
Membership directory
Federal Policy Committee
Natl Coordinating Committee
Natl Humanities Alliance
Butterfield Award
Book purchases/postage
Website Committee
Office supplies/postage
Award plaques
Audit
Miscellaneous
Totals

2000-2001 actual
$ 12,553
5,716
1,286

2001-2002 actual
$ 8,153
3,025
1,692
0
1,500
2,000
500
0
0
702
195
0
129
$ 17,896

2001-2002 budget
$12,500
6,250
1,200
350
1,500
2,000
500
250
2,500
1,200
150
0
300
$ 28,700

o
1,500
2,000
500

o
o
1,157
117
920

o
$ 25,749

FY 2001-02 overage, $7,402
Assets (non-restricted)*

Date
August 31, 2001
August 31,2002

Savings

Checking
$1,572
2,712

$30,568
31,503

CDs
$20,541
25,867

Total
$ 52,681
60,082

FY 2000-2001 to FY 2001-02 increase, $ 7,401
*Restricted assets include the Boyd and Boydston funds ($18,451

+ 6,344 = $24,785); see separate page.

ADE Proposed Budget
Fiscal Year, September 1, 2002-August 31, 2003
Income
Dues
Contributions (current and residual)
Conferences
Documentary Editing
Book sales
Interest
Miscellaneous
Total
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Expenses
$ 10,500
2,250
12,500
1,000
100
500
250
$ 27,100

December 2002

Conferences

Documentary Editing
Membership directory
Federal Policy Committee
National Coordinating Committee
National Humanities Alliance
Butterfield Award
Book purchases/postage
Website Committee
Travel grants
Office supplies/postage
Award plaques
Miscellaneous
Total

$ 12,500
5,000
1,500
250
1,500
2,000
750
100
0
2,500
800
200
0
$ 27,100

In Memoriam: Edward C. Carter II
1928-2002

O

n October 2, 2002, Edward C. Carter II died of a
heart attack at ThomasJefferson University Hospital
in Philadelphia at the age of 74. His death is a real
loss to the editorial community, of which he was a lively and
enthusiastic member.
Mter graduating from the University of Pennsylvania in
1954, Ted went on to receive his Ph.D. at Bryn Mawr in
1962. He then taught at Phillips Academy, the UniverSity of
Delaware, St. Stephen's School in Rome (where the library is
named in his honor), the Johns Hopkins University, and
Catholic University, Dr. Carter's life came full circle when he
returned to Philadelphia in 1980. There he became the
Librarian of the American Philosophical Society and began
teaching at Penn. He brought with him to the APS the tenvolume edition of The Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, then
in progress under his leadership. In the twenty-two years he
served as Librarian, Ted oversaw an explosive growth in the
scope of the SOciety's collections. He delighted in acquiring
manuscripts and books, reaching out in new directions to
strengthen the holdings in nineteenth- and twentieth-century
history of science. "We're not just about Benjamin Franklin
and Thomas Jefferson any more," he liked to tease me. Ted
was also keen to see those collections used. He encouraged
the editors of the Franklin Papers to consult the APS manuscripts whenever needed and he and the staff under his directorship made us feel at home. He also built up a strong
program of research grants so that other scholars could have
better access to the treasures of the APS.
Nearest and dearest to Ted's heart, one could argue, were
editors. He was a friend of the editors of The Papers of William
Penn, holding Richard and Mary Dunn up as models for the
rest of us. As Editor-in-Chief of the Latrobe Papers, Ted sang
the praises of Latrobe's varied talents, a rich multitude of talents that he himself shared, and nurtured the work of Lee
Formwalt, TomJeffrey,John Van Home, and Jeffrey Cohen.
As a member of the Administrative Board of The Papers of
Benjamin Franklin, Ted was a jovial participant in its meetings. There was almost nothing he looked forward to with
greater pleasure than working with Ellen Cohn and the

Franklin editors to celebrate the tercentenary in 2006 of
Franklin's birth. Ted and the APS supported and admired
Gary Moulton's edition of the Journals ofLewis and Clark, and
Ted served on the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial
Commission. The Papers of Thomas Jefferson also claimed his
attention, in part because Jefferson was an early president of
the American Philosophical Society, an organization dear to
Ted's heart, and in part because Jefferson's curiosity about
science and natural philosophy mirrored Ted's.
Ted Carter followed a number of very different paths in
his career, but he never ceased to think of himself as an editor and he delighted in the successes of the editors he mentored. He was gregarious, smart, wise, and humane. He was
a presence in any gathering, and our community will be the
poorer for his absence.
-Barbara Oberg

Edward C. Carter 11

Photograph courtesy ofFrank Margeson
American Philosophical Society
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In Memoriam: E.James Ferguson
1917-2002

lC

James (Jim) Ferguson, founding editor and project

:L,. director

of The Papers of Robert Morris,
1781-1784, died at his home in Maryland on

September 11, 2002, at age 85. He is survived by his wife of
60 years, Louise, his son Bruce, and two grandchildren.
Born in Provo, Utah, in 1917,Jim received his bachelor's
degree in 1939 and his master's degree in 1941 at the
University of Washington, where he studied under Merrill
Jensen. After wartime service from 1941 to 1945 as a technical sergeant in the U.S. Army Signal Corps, he became one
of Jensen's first Ph.D. students at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, where he received his doctorate in
1951. He thus became one of the earliest members of a
renowned school of progressive Early American historians
that followed in the footsteps of Charles Beard and reshaped
interpretations of the Revolution, Confederation,
Constilption, and Early National Periods. His thesis on
Revolutionary-era public fmance culminated in major articles i~ the MississiPPi Valley Historical Review, the William and

Mary Q,uarterly, and the Journal of Southern History during the
1?"50s and finally in the classic The Power ofthe Purse: A History
}f American Public Finance, 7776-7790. Published in 1961 by
I

/ the University of North Carolina Press for the Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Power of the Purse won
the American Historical Association's John H. Dunning
Prize in 1962. It remains an influential and widely used work,
much appreciated by the many historical editors who have
depended on his lucid explanations of complex and abstruse
topics for guidance in annotating their own editions. As John
Catanzariti, Ferguson's student, coeditor, and successor as
editor of the Morris Papers, commented in Newsday, "No
work before, and none in the 40 years since, has explained
with such extraordinary clarity the intricate financial history
of the American Revolution and its fundamental connection
to the major political and constitutional themes of our early
national history."
Jim Ferguson began his teaching career as an instructor at
the University of Maryland in 1947, and, apart from various
guest lectureships and his years with the university's extension program in Europe (1955-57), remained at Maryland
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until 1964, when he joined the faculty of Queens College of
the City University of New York in Flushing, Queens. A fortuitous meeting at the American Revolution Roundtable at
Fraunces Tavern with Richard Hexter of the Wall Street firm
of Donaldson, Lufkin &Jenrette, owner of a major collection
of rare books and documents in American financial history,
led to a startup grant for an edition of Robert Morris's diary
while at the Office of Finance, which Hexter admired for its
depiction of a master administrator at work. Upon further
consultation with the then National Historical Publications
Commission, Jim broadened the edition to include Morris's
letterbooks and other papers as head of both the Office of
Finance and the Marine Department of the Confederate government. Ferguson's historical expertise, combined with the
superb editing skills he had honed as visiting editor of publications at the Institute of Early American History and
Culture in 1960-61 and as editor of The Selected Writings of
Albert Gallatin, published in 1967, made him the ideal editor
for the project, which opened its doors in 1968. Jim continued as editor through 1980 when an accidental fall caused
serious head injury. Although time and extensive therapy
enabled him to resume an active lifestyle in Laguna Hills,
California, and to provide invaluable advice to his successors

as editor emeritus of the Morris edition, his health did not

on Tria~ 1781-1816 (1970), volume II in the Random House

permit him fully to resume his scholarly career. He officially
retired in 1984.

Readings in American History, and The Confederation,
Constitution and Early National Periods, 1781-1815 (1974), in

During his tenure, Ferguson edited the first five volumes

the Goldentree Bibliographies in American History, and
composed one of the best written and most concise texts for

of the Morris edition, coedited the sixth volume, and trained
a generation of graduate students as editors and scholars, several of whom continued as longtime editors on the Morris
project or went on to other editions. Among the editors he
helped to train were John Catanzariti of the Morris and
Jefferson editions, Mary A. Y. Gallagher and Nelson
Dearmont of the Morris edition, NHPRC fellow Elaine F.
Crane, later editor of the Diary of Elizabeth Drinker, and, of
course, myself. As a professor at the CUNY Graduate
Center, he taught graduate courses in American history and
supervised several doctoral dissertations, including Rudy
Bell's Party and Faction in American Politics: The House of
Representatives, 1789-1801, published by Greenwood Press in
1973, John E. O'Connor's biography, William Patterson
Lawyer and Statesman, 1745-1806, published by Rutgers

the period, The American Revolution: A General History,
1763-1790 (Dorsey Press, 1974, rev. ed., 1979). Such works
demonstrated Jim's thorough research, brilliant analytical
and synthesiZing skills, and talent for writing with such
speed, accuracy, clarity, and concision on abstruse subjects
that it disguises, to those who have not tried to tackle such
topics, the difficulty of the task. Those of us, his students,
who emulated his achievements in the field, but, despite his
guidance, could never come close to matching them, were
not fooled by the fact that he made it all look easy. What we
found even more amazing was that he still had energy to
spare for gracious entertaining, gardening, salmon fishing,
and travel to archeological sites in Mexico, Greece, Crete,
and elsewhere.
Like Clarence L. VerSteeg of Northwestern University,
author of the prizewinning Robert Morris: Revolutionary

University Press in 1979, and my own Congress and the
Munitions Merchants: The Secret Committee of Trade During the
American Revolution, 1775-1778, published in Arno Press's

Financier, with an Analysis ofhis Earlier Career, whom Ferguson

series of Dissertations in American Economic History in
1985.

recruited as editorial advisor for the Morris project,Jim was
a member of the twentieth century's "Greatest Generation"

While in New York,Jim did not limit his own scholarship
to his role as historical editor. He continued to pen numerous
book reviews, including those for all but one volume of the

that served in World War II. They brought to the edition the

Hamilton Papers. He produced a series of major articles and
papers, including "The Nationalists of 1781-1783 and the
Economic Interpretation of the Constitution" (Journal of
American History, September 1969); "Merrill Jensen, A

Personal Comment," in The Human Dimensions of Nation

awareness of the importance of national unity and effective
mobilization of resources that Morris represented. At the
same time, they retained a critical awareness, honed during
the Roaring Twenties and ensuing Great Depression, of the
potential dangers and dilemmas derived from the influence
of business or "special interests" with which Morris has also

of

long been associated. Perhaps the most frequently quoted of
Jim's writings are lines like these from Power ofthe Purse: "The
merchant whose career owed most to the fertile linkage of

Government Corruption during the American Revolution"
(Congressional Studies, 1981), for which I was privileged to act
as coauthor. Shortly before his accident, Jim won a fellow-

public office and private business was Robert Morris."
Ferguson's noting that during the 1790s federal accountants
declared Morris owed over $80,000 on his various accounts

ship to the Huntington Library where he conducted extensive research in comparative English and American

with the Continental Congress, and his challenge to "[t]he
myth ... that Morris financed the Revolution out of his own

economic thought and policy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, entering a field that subsequently became a
major trend in Early American History. His research had

pocket" are favorites with those who prefer a scoundrel
image of Morris as "Founding Finagler." TheJensenist author
of such statements would seem an unlikely person to devote

advanced far enough to produce the masterful "Political

so large a portion of his scholarly life to an edition of Morris's
documents. Over time, Jim, a scholar who never let ideolog-

Making: Essays on Colonial and Revolutionary America (Madison,

Wis.,

1976);

and

"Congressional

Investigation

Economy, Public Liberty, and the Formation of the
Constitution," published in the William and Mary Quarterly in
July 1983. During these years Jim also edited National Unity

ical considerations blind him to the evidence, developed a
more nuanced, balanced and positive view of Morris's over-
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all contributions and included it in interpretations advanced
in the edition. In his introduction to volume one,jim revised
his familiar phrases to the more accurate but less quotable:
"A popular tradition survives that he [Morris] financed the
Revolution with his private fortune, an idea that adequately
conveys neither his contribution to American development,
which was of a higher level of significance, nor the relationship between his private fortune and the Revolution, in
which the benefits were reciprocal." But even in Power of the
Purse, Ferguson stressed Morris's importance to preservation

the contributions of Antifederalist and DemocraticRepublican political economists and politicians like Albert
Gallatin, Blair McClenachan, Matthew Carey, William
Findley, and john Smilie. jim would no doubt have
advanced further study of such alternative thinkers in
England and America had the fates allowed.
jim Ferguson's contributions to documentary editing as
editor and project director of The Papers of Robert Morris and
as editor of The Selected Writings of Alhert Gallatin have long
been recognized by scholars and served as models for other

of national unity and constitutional development and added
to the remarks quoted above that, "If it is rather the other
way around-that the Revolution financed Robert Morris-he

editors. Though his work was tragically cut short by accident,
illness, and now death, what he accomplished as teacher,
author, and editor during the time allowed him, any of us

was nevertheless one of the great men of his time."
Nevertheless, despite his growing respect for Nationalist and
Federalist achievements,jim retained his underlying populist

would be delighted to equal, and few expect ever to surpass.
We, his students, his colleagues, and his friends, will long
admire his writing skill, his scholarly insight, his intellectual
curiosity and enthusiasm, his zest for life, his humor, and his

sympathy for more "democratic" or "equalitarian" forms of
public finance, his belief in the viability of the much
maligned paper money and the efficacy of "currency
finance" under many circumstances, and his admiration for

endurance in adversity.

E.James Ferguson (left) and Mrs. Louise Ferguson (center)with editors John Catanzariti, Mary
Gallagher and Elizabeth Nuxoll at reception for publication of volume 7 of The Papers of
Robert Morris, 1989
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1802-1804 (eds. Peers and Schenck), 58

Newhall, Frederick C., With Sheridan in tlu Final Campaign against
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Michalos and Poff), 97
Shelley, Percy Bysshe, Slulley and His Circle, 1773-1822. Volumes IX
andX(ed. Reiman), 26

Wittenberg), 82
Newman,john Henry, The Arians of the Fourth Century:john Henry
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Sacramento (ed. Ottley), 98
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A Selection of the Correspondence ofLinnaeus (ed. Smith), 6.i, 65
"Selling the Civil War in Art and Memoir" (review), U-76

Documentary Editing 24(4) December 2002

125

"Service with a Smile" (article), lO4-lO5
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The Margaret Sanger Papers Project announces its
ninth year of summer internships. Since 1995, graduate and undergraduate students from universities in
the U.S. and Europe have worked with the editorial
staff on our microfilm, book and electronic publications and received broad experience in historical
research and editing. We seek applicants to fill a limited number of position in the Summer of 2003 and
hope that you will announce this opportunity to your
students and colleagues.
The Margaret Sanger Papers is a documentary editing
project, located in the History Department at New
York University, which has published a 101-reel
microfilm edition of the papers of America's most
noted birth control reformer, and is in the process of
publishing a four-volume book edition and an electronic edition of speeches and articles. The first volume of the Project's book edition, The Selected
Papers of Margaret Sanger, Volume I: The Woman
Rebel, 1900-1928 was published recently by the
University of Illinois Press.

on the Text of Lincoln's Second

Inaugural" (article), 37-41

Wright, Frank Lloyd, 87

SUMMER INTERNSHIP

Interns can select from work on the Project's book
edition (Volume II: The Politics of Planned
Parenthood, 1928-1939) or its electronic edition of
Sanger's speeches and articles. Student applying for
the internships should be familiar with IBM-based
computers, have good research skills and some background in U.S. history, women's history or women's
studies.
Application information can be located at the
Project's website, or by contacting Cathy Moran Hajo
(see below). The deadline for applications for
Summer 2003 is March 1.
Cathy Moran Hajo
Associate Editor/Assistant Director
The Margaret Sanger Papers Project
Department of History, New York University
53 Washington Square South
New York, NY 10012
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CAMP

EDIT

Institute for the Editing of
Historical Documents
The Wisconsin Historical Society, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC) sponsor the annual Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents. Fondly called "Camp Edit," the
2003 Institute will be conducted fromJune 16 to 21, on the campus of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and will provide
15 to 18 interns with classroom instruction and hands-on experience in the techniques of documentary editing.
Over the years, the Institute has been extremely productive. Since its debut in 1972, it has trained more than 485 scholars. Of
these, 70 are heading or have headed important documentary publication projects, and many others have worked as full-time
historical editors. Institute graduates also include college and university faculty, editors of various historical publications,
archivists,
manuscript librarians, government historians, and graduate students from many universities. The interns meet every morning
and most afternoons for lectures and presentations by experienced editors.
The 2003 faculty and their topics are: Michael Stevens (Wisconsin Historical Society), introduction to documentary editing;
Richard Leffler (Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), transcription; Harriet Furst Simon (The Papers
of John Dewey), document selection and annotation;John Y. Simon (The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant), promoting an edition
and fundraising; Matthew Gibson (ElectroniC Text Center, University of Virginia), electronic publishing; John P. Kaminski
(Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), indexing and publishing the edition. Richard Leffler, John Y.
Simon, and Harriet Furst Simon will serve as resident advisors and provide one-on-one guidance.
There is no charge for tuition. Single accommodations for 15-18 scholars are provided at the Lowell Center on the University
of Wisconsin campus. The Center, which is run much like a hotel, is two blocks from the Wisconsin Historical Society where
the Institute is conducted.
Application to the Institute is competitive, with numerous applicants every year from all over the country.
The application deadline is March 15, 2003. Application forms may be obtained:
Writing, calling or e-mailing the NHPRC.
NHPRC
Room III
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W
Washington, DC 20408-0001
Phone: (202) 501-5610 Fax: (202) 501-5601
e-mail: nhprc@nara.gov
Questions about curriculum can be directed to: Michael Stevens at the Wisconsin Historical SOciety
Questions about local arrangements for interns can be directed to: Connie Meier at the Wisconsin Historical Society
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